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earned a dollar. Many of these men were brought 
here by members of Congress and heads of de- 
ments, and were quartered upon the public 
treasury, because they were unfit for service in 
any other capacity. hey were unfit for any em- 
ployment, except that which the Government 
afforded, and the probability was, that if Mr. 
Secretary Ewing would look about the galleries 
and lobbies of this Capitol, he might find some of 
these clerks moving about here collecting material 
by which to slander the Representatives of the 
ple on this floor He might find them about 
this House; and peradventure, for ought he 
(Mr. J.) knew, they might be found at the re- 
porters’ desks, where seats had been assigned 
to them under the authority of this House. If 
the moor get would go through his bureau, and 
ascertain whether his clerks were properly em- 
joyed in their duties there—if he had honest heads 
at his bureau, and would call upon them to re- 
rt whether the clerks employed there performed 
their legitimate duties—he might not have found 
it necessary to come to this House, and ask that 
his flagrant outrages and violations should be 
legalized. 

‘He (Mr. J.) hoped the amendment would not 
be adopted; but if it was adopted, he hoped that 
the friends of the bill would at least consent to 
specify the mumber of clerks, which the Secretary 
should be authorized to appoint, and what their 
compensation should be. 

Mr. PHELPS said that this was an attempt to 
create new offices. ‘hese clerks had been ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of the Interior without 
authority of law, and if Congress appropriated for 
them in this bill, when the general appropriation 
bill came up they would be told that Congress 
had legalized them, and made them a part of the 
Departmentof the Interior. When he saw this Ad- 
ministration; without any increase of business, 
buton the contrary a decrease, calling for new 
clerks, he thought this expenditure of mone 
should be checked, especially as these clerks had 
been employed in violation of law. It appeared to 
him that a sufficient number of clerks had been 
transferred from the other departments, for the 
transaction of the business of this department. 

He said that the great argument made use of by 
the friends of the bill, establishing this Depart- 
ment of the Interior, at the time that bill was under 
consideration in the House, was, that while it 
would relieve the Secretary of the Treasury from 
the accumulation of business pressing upon him 
from the various bureaus in his department, it 
would not increase the number of the officers of 
the Government beyond that provided for in the 
bill. But what were the facts? That very act, if 
they sanctioned this amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hampron,] would fasten 
upon the Government some twenty-one additional 
officers, namely, five in the office of Commissioner 
of Customs, six provided for in the law establish- 
ing this department, and ten provided for in the 
amendment under consideration. ‘Thus twenty- 
one additional officers were to be employed by this 
Administration, to transact a less amount of busi- 
hess than was transacted with the then existing 
force under the last Administration. This was a 
specimen of the economy of which the party now 
in power made such loud professions. Instead of 
reducing and curtailing the expenditures of the 
Government in every branch, these expenditures 
were being increased. Already, in almost every 
department, there was an application made for ap- 
Propriation to supply deficiences in the appropria- 
tions which had been made for the last, and for 





the present, year. We found the officers of the 
— departments disregarding the laws which 


were sworn to execute. 

Sey ides the = a the Home Depart- 

another law had been disregarded in toto b 
the Secretary of the Interior, in the appeiepea 
of these clerks. He referred to the act, of 1842, 
legalizing and making appropriations for such 
_ objects as have qo been included in 

general appropriation bills, without authorit 
of law;”’ and read from the fifteenth bebtareer gies 
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vision prohibiting the employment of clerks, with- 
out authority of law, except in cases where their 
services were necessary to answer calls for infor- 
mation made ry either house of Congress. In 
this case, he said, the Secretary of the Interior, in 
his reply to the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, had expressly declared, that 
these clerks were not employed in consequence of 
any call made upon that department for informa- | 
tion. Hence the Secretary had acted in violation | 


about a million and a half of dollars, for the custom- 
house service; and we were told, that unless we 
complied with this demand, the wheels of the 
Government must stop. We were told, that the 
Government, having been in operation about one 
half of the current fiscal year, had consumed all 
the appropriations for this service for the entire 
year, and that it was necessary that we imme- 
diately make a further appropriation of a million 
and a half of dollars. Now, I do not expect of 
this speculating Administration, or of the specula- 
ting party, that it is an appropriate head to—that 
they will consult economy. It never entered 
into the plans of the Federal or of the Whig party, 
or of any other organization connected with it—call 
it by what name you may—to economize the ex- 
penditures of the Government. Lam willing tomake 
an allowance for the extravagance of their charac- 
ter—for the wasteful tendencies of their whole 
political or partisan ethics; but when they want 
me to do, | prefer to be appealed to in the first in- 
stance, and not to comply with their demands, 







of this express statute, as well as of the law cre- 
ating the department. 

He was always ready to vote for the creation of | 
new officers in any department where he was satis- | 
fied that a necessity existed for their employment. | 
From all the information before the House, he 
believed that no such necessity existed inthe pres- | 
ent case. 

There is, however, (continued Mr, P.,) one 
branch of the public service here where additional 
force is needed, and provision should be imme- | 
diately made for additional clerks. He referred to | 


the Third Auditor’s Office, in which, amongst || when the Administration party come to us as the 
| others, claims for horses and other pro 


rty, lost || mere endorsers of Executive corruption. Now, our 

| in the military service of the United States, the fathers, in creuting the House of Representatives, 
accounts of the commissary and quartermaster’s || supposed—honestly enough—that offices were to 
departments are settled. He was iniormed applica- || be created here—that the expenditures to be appro- 
tions for payment of more than 16,000 horses had i} priated for such offices must originate in this body. 
been filed in that office for settlement or allow- || God knows that the Executive patronage of this 
ance, many of them have been pending in that || Governmentis broad enough—perhaps not to cover 
office fur more than one year—nearly two years— || the myriads of bankrupt politicians that wait upon 
and have not been settled or cannot be settled, |/ this Administration—but for all ordinary purpo- 
for the want of additional clerks. i! ses; and it does not enter into the belief of the 
He will propose an amendment to this bill to || people, that this Congress are going to assign all of 
give the Third Auditor additional clerks, unless || the legislative powers residing here, over to the es- 
such amendment shall be moved by another. || tablishment at the other end of theavenue. But if 
Those claims arising out of the war ought to be || | were going to make that assignment, | should 
settled speedily. || not make it to Thomas Solitude Ewing, by a long 
Mr. BAYLY (Mr. P. yielding the floor) re- | shot. The public history of that man’s characier 











marked, that the Committee of Ways and Means || is too intimately interwoven with speculations in 
had instructed him to move an amendment to this || land scrip—too intimately connected with endea- 
bill ta giving the Third Auditor’s Office the num- || voring to make a bargain with a public gardener 
ber of clerks which were needed. || here in this city, to rent his house at half-price, 
Mr. PHELPS remarked, he was glad of it—it || in consideration of giving him public employment; 
ought to have been done earlier; but this is the || —I say, if I were going to onl an assiganient of 
first opportunity which has been presented to pro- || the legitimate legislative power of this body, 
| vide for such additional clerks. His constituents || Thomas Solitude Desert Waste Ewing would be 
| had sustained great losses of property inthe Mex- 
ican war, and ought to have been compensated But | perceive that, in all the comments that 
long since for the same. ‘| have been made upon this appropriation, the re- 
| Mr. CARTTER said he was opposed to this | markable fact has been declared that, without any 
amendment, and should vote against it, not because || increase of service in the Department of the Inte- 
he believed that the men who might have employed || rior—with a temporory decrease of service—with 
their time in the service of the Government, in | 
connection with the Department of the Interior, || 
were not entitled to their pay. Atthe proper time, 
and in the proper place, if they presented an equi- | 
| table claim for remuneration for their services, | 
he wez!d vote it as one member of this House; || 
but he was opposed to the amendment in the 
connection in which it had been presented. The 
bill now before them was nominally a deficiency 


| the last assignment. 


all the force that preéxisted in connection with this 
business—the Secretary of the Interior hos gone 
on, on his own responsibility, and in vielauon of 
law, to create additional officers, which we are now 
called upon to legalize and sanction. Neo reason 

can be assigned to show that these accumulated 

|, clerks are necessary. I can answer the question. 

|| There is no mystery about it to me. This Ad- 

|| ministration, ever since it came into power, has 

bill; it was a billto provide the means for meet- ] been engaged in no other business than turning 
| ing the expenses of the Government that were | out the worthy, industrious, intelligent, meritori- 
authorized by the law; to appropriate it to an || ous servants of the Government, and placing in 
extension of the expenditures, or of the facilities || their stead a set of crude, lazy, lounging politi- 
for expending money, would be to divert the bill || cians, who come up to this capital to be fed from 
to another purpose from that indicated by its title. || the public crib. And this Tom Ewing, par exeel- 
The amendment proposed to do that; and the rea- || lence, has heen engaged in this work; and if you 
son why the amendment was attempted to be in- || look at the’facts, the records of the Land-Office 
grafted upon the bill, if he comprehended it, was, || show that twenty-five of the most industrious, 
that the mover of it sought by this insidious pro- || faithful, competent clerks have been displaced by 


cess, to create a corps of attendants u the || men who know nothing about the duties to be dis- 
official dignity of the Secretary of the Interior, || charged, and who have no other recommendation 
which they could not do directly. This was the || to appointment, than that they sung glory to an 
purpose of the amendment—to steal into the ser- || Administration without any principles. 





vice of the Federal Government a set of cider- || Now this will account, Mr. Chairman, for the 
sucking politicians, that they might bestow the || increase of clerks and this deficiency of appropria- 
public treasure upon them. ‘tions, And you may make the additional appro- 

Sir, (said Mr. C.,) this is thesecond time in the || priation of $12,500 asked for to-day, for this new 
brief portion of this session, that has been appro- || corps of political hangers-on, and at the end of the 
priated to legitimate legislation, that we have been || year you will be called upon to make up another 
waited upon by this new Administration with || deficiency of $12,500. Ido not propose now to 
appeals for money upon the deficiency side of the || endorse this. If the Administration in this de- 
appropriations. [Sut a few days ago we wére || partment, or in other departments, need clerks, let 
called upon, in language imperative, to set aside | them present the proper evidence of it to this body, 
all other business, and to appropriate forthwith, || and we will authorize them here, and fix their sal. 
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aries, and they will be controlled by the legitimate 
power under the Constitution, instead of leaving 
them to be created, and their salaries fixed, by the 
head of one of the Executive departments. 

J hope that the friends of the Administration— 
particularly with the avowal that we are willing to 
give them twenty-five per cent. above the ordinary 
limitation of economy for a Democratic Adminis- 
tration—we are willing to pay this tribute to you; 
we know the wastefulneas of your party—I hope, | 
aay, that, under these circumstances, you will not 


compel us to create a force in this way. My 
colleague from the Montgomery district, cm 
Scuenck,| appealed to us upon the score of pa- 


triotiam, assuming that the Whig party in this 
House, during the prosecution of the Mexican 
war, when appealed to for appropriations, were 
patriotic, agd responded to the appeal, and voted 
the appropriations. Well, that may be patriotic, 
but | never heard it called by that name before. 
{Laughter.} | knew, sir, that a twelvemonth 
would not roll round, before the very men that 
were cursing the war in their teeth—pronouncing 


it a war of cut-throats and plunderers, and who |) 


were bleeding, as was my friend from the Mont- 


gomery district, at every pore in view of its mon- || 


strosity—would be claiming its paternity. We 
prophesied that. They began the game by elect- 
ing the chief murderer in the war, and now, for- 
sooth, they are claiming the patriotism of keeping 
the whole machinery of Government in motion 
during its progress. Thatis not my recollection 
of the matter, however; my recollection is that, 
with long speeches, with multiplied and vexa- 
tious amendments, and loud anathemas pro- 
nounced upon the Administration and its enter- 
prize. The Whig party, toa man, in both wings 
of the Capitol, were loading down with embarrass- 
ment and delays, all measures necessary for the 
prosecution of the war. I believe that is the his- 
tory of the matter; and I was not a little aston- 
ished to find my honorable colleague from the 
Montgomery district, assuming here, for the Whig 
party, a patriotic paternity of the war. | was not 


a litule astonished at it, but such is the fact; and | 


gentlemen on this side of the House are appealed 
to, on the score of patriotism, to sustain Tom 
Ewing in arrogating to himself the power of ap- 
pointing clerks in violation of law, on the ground 
that, during the crisis of the war, when every 
department of the Government was tried to its 
last tension, in the exercise of its duties, gentle- 
men on the other side of the House voted, in some 
eases, for the increase of clerks absolutely neces- 
sary to enable the departments of the Government 
to Shes their duties. Now, I feel very patri- 
otic, and if the clerka who have thus been foisted 
into that department, without any apology appa- 
rent upon the face of the history of that depart- 


ment, will come here for pay, and make out a | 


reasonable case, I have no objection to pay them. 
But | ask the friends of the Interior when they do 
come, not to ask us to legalize a distinct assump- 
tion of power upon the part of this, or any other, 
branch of the Executive Department. If I had 
the power over this Executive establishment in the 
hands of this Administration, or any other, I 
would strip it of two thirds of its patronage. If 
I had the power, | would deprive it of the appoint- 
ment of postmasters, and of all patronage not 
essential to the unity of its counsels. Instead of 
that, the friends of this Administration—the party 
who do not believe in Executive patronage, or Ex- 
ecutive power—come here and ask us to constitute 
our labors into a mere appendage of Executive 
power, to sanction and legalize the usurpations of 

ower by the Executive agents and subordinates. 

or my part, | decline to convert myself into any 
such instrament. 

Mr. TAYLOR addressed the committee: 

It is exceedingly gratifying, Mr. Chairman, said 
he, to the persenal and political friends of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, that, after a discussion of 
two days, in which eight of the most distinguished 

ntlemen on the Democratic side of this House 

ave made a systematic and violent attack upon 
Mr. Ewing, the head of the Department of the 
interior, they have only been able to make one 
serious allegation, showing, as they think, an 
usurpation of power. 

The chief objection which they find to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, in the administration 0, his 
moet important duties, is, that he asks for an ap- 
propriation for $6,800, for clerk hire, which is 








absolutely necessary for the discharge of the duties 

of that department, which was created the last day 

of the last session of Congress. 1 say, sir, it isa 
| source truly of gratification to me—to the personal 
and political friends of Mr. Ewing, the distin- 
guished Secretary of the Department of the Inte- 
rior—that this is the only objection which has yet 
|| been heard, in a debate of two days, against this 
| gentleman, or the Administration which appointed 
| him. I do not rise to complain of the discussion. 
| 1am glad of it. I knew that there was to be a 
| systematic attack ‘made upon this distinguished 

entleman, and upon this new Department of the 

nterior, because it is one more intimately con- 
|| nected with the internal—the interior administra- 
|| tion of the duties of the Federal Government, than 
|| all the other departments put together. Nay, sir, 
| there were many reasons for this attack. It is 
| known to this country—it is known to this House 
|| —it is known to you, Mr. Chairman—itis known 
|| to the gentlemen who have made this attack, and 
|| cast these reflections upon the Secretary of the In- 
| terior—that he is a gentleman far above the neces- 
|| sity of any defence from the humble individual 
l who now speaks in his behalf upon this floor. 








| He is a man who has a reputation commensurate 
|| with this nation—won by distinguished services 
in the other end of the Capitol for a series of years 
—won since by his laborious efforts in the emi- 
nent profession which he adorns and illustrates, 
| By his industry, talents, and high character, he 
has always fulfilled every expectation that his 
friends indulged for him,in every public station to 
which he has been elevated. I to not say too 
much when I say, that that gentleman stands 
| among the highest in this land for talents, char- 
acter, and reputation, as an American statesman. 
| He is eminently qualified for any position-in this 
| Government—even for the chief Executive chair; 
/and the Administration which now presides over 
| this country, with so much dignity and credit to 
|| the country, has done itself honor in calling that 
|| gentleman to the head of the administration of the 
|| internal affairs of theGovernment. It was, to my 
|| own knowledge, a persohal sacrifice to him to ac- 
| cept of the executive chair of the Department of 
the Interior. How he has fulfilled the duties of 
that station, let his public acts tell. Look to his 
report, made to the Executive of the United 
| States, and communicated to Congress with the 
President’s annual message, at the commencement 
of the present session. Where will you find upon 
the records of your country, a more able and beau- 
tifully-written production, admirably setting forth 
the duties of that department? Its style, its man- 
ner, its material, do him credit in an eminent de- 
gree. I believe he has performed his duties faith- 
fully. It became the duty of the President of the 
United States, under the law passed at the last 
session of Congress, to have this Department of 
| the Interior organized. This law was passed, as 
| | have stated, on the last night of the last session 
| of Congress—it was passed by a large majority in 
| both branches. As has been well said by my col- 
league before me, [Mr. Vintown,] it was passed on 
the recommendation of a Democratit Secretary of 
| the Treasury. The bill was drawn by the late 
| Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Walker, upon a 
consultation with other eminent men in the other 
branch of Congress. I say, when you pass an 
act establishing a separate department upon the 
last day of the last session—a short session, too— 
just as the former Administration was going out of 
power—it could not be expected that all the de- 
| tails—everything requisite to the organization of 
| a new department—should be as systematically, 
_ carefully, and fully prepared as it ought to be. 
My colleage, former chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and now a member of that 
committee, fully explained to this House this morn- 
ing the necessity for the creation of that depart- 
| ment—the duties of that department, and the 
| necessity for these additional clerks—a necessity 
| not foreseen by us at the time the act was passed. 
| It could not then have been foreseen that it would 
| be necessary to have four, five, six, or, if you 
| please, ten additional clerks to organize a new de- 
| partment, in the first place, and carry on the busi- 
ness of the country, as we find it necessary to 
have it done by a.new department. 

Gentlemen see great objection to this appro- 
priation, because, they say, the business of the 
country has not increased. Sir, the business of 
the country is always increasing. We live’ ina 
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great country—a country, with the pro 

which in population, wath, atetagiaee’ crac 
thing that elevates and increases the prosperit r 
the people, the most intelligent men of the Sontin 

can scarcely keep pace; and it requires addition } 
force to carry on the Executive Betennen ‘ 
am surprised when I find gentlemen rising on thi 

floor upon a bill, appropriating perhaps a miltion 
and a half of dollarsto supply deficiencies jn i 
appropriations necessary to carry on this Govern. 
ment, and consuming two or three days in discus. 
sing whether one of your departments shall haye 
an appropriation of six, eight, or ten thousand 

dollars for additional clerk hire. What is it buig 

drop—a single drop—in the great expenditures of 
the country? You appropriate eight or ten millions 
annually for the support of the navy; you appro- 

priate nearly the same amount for the support of 
the army; you appropriate altogether some thirty or 
forty millions for the public service; and when the 

head of a Department, controlling more patronage 
—and controls it rightly, and. supervising more 

subordinate officers than any other branch of the 

Government—asks at the hands of Congress an 

appropriation of six or eight thousand dollars io 

supply a deficiency, we are met with objections in q 

debate of two days, the principal features of which 

are violent attacks upon the Administration. 

As regards the statements which have been 
made in relation to Mr. Ewing, I leave his history 
and those who have known him, to speak, Let 
them vindicate him. We are not afraid of such 
attacks—he is above them. He does not heed 
my eulogies; but I may say thatl do not believe 
that a purer, more honest, vigilant, or upright pub- 
lic servant has oceupied a post in any branch of 
the Executive department during the existence of 
the Government. 

As I do not often trespass upon the attention of 
the House, I beg leave to say one thing in connec- 
tion with this Department of the Interior. [ see, 
with pleasure, that the President of the United 
States has not, in his annual message, overlooked 
that great interest of the United States, the agri- 
cultural, including the planting and farming in- 
terests of the country. He brings it to the notice 
of Congress, and recommends that something be 
done for it by the establighment of an Agricultural 
bureau, to be under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, if it ever shall be the pleasure of 
Congress to establish it. I trust it will be estab- 
lished—that the best means which the Government 
can provide, will be brought into requisition to do 
something for the encouragement and protection of 
this, the great, and I may say the principal, in- 
terest of the United States—for it evidently lies at 
the foundation of all our prosperity. What would 
be our commerce—what would be our manufac- 
tures, but for the planting and farming interest? 
What encouragement, what assistance, what pro- 
tection has this great interest ever received at the 
hands of this Government? From the days of 
Washington, down to the present time, the estab- 
lishment of an Agricultural bureau has been an- 
nually recommended in the messages of the Presi- 
dents of the United States, and yet no such bureau 
has been established. Nor has anything been 
done to protect this great interest. 

Mr. GREEN interposed, to a question of order. 
He understood that, by special agreement, the 
discussion on this bill was to be confined to ques- 
tions growing out of it, and that nothing extra- 
neous should be introduced. 

Mr.TAYLOR. It is my object todo so. lam 
only replying to some general remarks, which 
have been thrown out by gentlemen on the other 
side of the house. 

Criss: ‘*Go on—go on !”’ 

r. TAYLOR, (continuing.) If it be the pleas- 
ure of the committee, | will submit a very few 
more remarks in relation to this Agricultural bu- 
reau, which is to be under the control of the Sec 
retary of the Interior. J was very glad to have 
the opportunity, a few days since, of voting for an 
increased number of the report of the Commis 
sioner of Patents. In this connection, | may be 
pardoned for alluding toa fact. Gentlemen repre 
senting the interior districts of the country, an 
whose conatituents are mainly agricultural, loo 
with preat interest to that report—being the only 
one published by Congress—giving statistics and 
information especially valuable to the farming !n 
terests of the country. Ih the Agricultural 


bureau will be established the direction of 
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of ihe Secretary of the Interior, and if it is necessary {1 Now, I find in the letter of Mr. Ewing, which I 
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; acknowledge—has more Tatenees more subordi- 
y= to rote additional clerk hire, I will vote it. 1 || have before me, addressed to the chairman of the | nates to supervise and direct, and is a more im- 
of hope it may be established It will be a source of | Committee of Ways and Means, several state- || portant officer,.as far as these responsible duties 
¥ information and profit to the farming interests | ments which, it appears to me, have been over- | are concerned, than any man in the Executive 
al throughout the country, who should receive en- | looked by gentlemen on the opposite side, in their | Cabinet. And because he finds himself obliged, in 
1 couragement and protection at the hands of the | remarks on this subject. é | the discharge of his high public duties, to make 
ig pation. || One paragraph of that letter is as follows: | ‘reforms—to turn out the idlers and loafers, who 
n In relation to the amendment of the gentleman || es The wneeee eines, maton A, or oan | are a tek upon the country, and substitute men of 
: 2 j Mr. ’ salaries, and duties of the clerks, net provided for by law sines ; j 
m from Sa eee now under end ner-enipiged ile the ‘dopneemeas. COGN te sake - iness ee a some degree ee 
a consideration, | wis to eubmit one or two remarks. || statement, it will be perceived, that the aggregate salaries || "@ patronage of the Government, as the penple 
a- [ find in the letrer of the Secretary of the Interior, | of the four clerks, now doing duty therein, but who are yet || of the United States have a right to expect will be 
. addressed to the chairman of the Committee of | — — ay nage cone ‘esi. Th — Of- || done—it is because Mr. Ewing has found it 

> ’ ied . . = ce, anc eosion ce mount to So, . ese salaries | . . 

d Ways and Means—which was read yesterday l| seopedty. Belang to these husceus) And’ ise! heeled tor: the {I ae to do this, that we hear these attacks 
, the following paragraph: || proper transaction of business therein; and so soon as an || 'FOM Various quarters upon him. 
of «The reasons explanatory of the necessity of employing |) appropriation t= made for the clerks necessary for this de- |) Mr. CAR ER, interposing, and the floor be- 
3 clerical aid in the performance of the duties required of the | partment for the present fiscal year. as estimated by the |) ing yielded for explanation, said, he wished to ask 
)- opartment, Which could not be postponed or neglected, and || second item, those salaries will be returned to those offices, ||); ! 
if apo aid could be reecived by a transfer from the Treas. |; and be applied to the payment of clerks doing duty the rein. || his col sages (Mr. Tayior] " single question, 


ury Depwrtinent proper, are given in the second and third || The aggregate of the salaries of the persons now employed, || Was the reason for the Secretury’s requiring addi- 
paragraphs of my report of the 3d of December last, accom- || as clerks in the department proper, is $12,500.”? ' 
e panying the annual message of the President, and to which || ‘The $5,700, (continued Mr. T.,) being the | loafers and put in smart men? 

e 1 beg leave to FOR (EF amount of the salaries of the four clerks now Mr. TAYLOR. My colleague made some al- 
e Now, (continued Mr. T.,) I beg leave to say tO doing duty in the department proper, os stated in | lusion to those who have been turned out, as being 
e this committee, that here 1s another instance |» Mr. Ewing’s letter, but who are yet upon the pay | very competent and faithful officers, and to those 
n wherein we cannot legislate advisedly— for that |! rolls of the General Land Office, Indian Office, and || who have been appointed as being very incompe- 
0 document, which was sent to the House in con- |) Pension Ofice, when deducted from the aggregate | tentand unfaithful. I have not designed to reflect 
a nection with the President’s annual message, has | amount esked for of $12,500, leaving $6,800, which | upon the gentlemen who have been removed, orto 


|| tional clerks, the fact that he had turned out these 


h not yet been printed and laid upon our tables. || seems to be fie only additional amount absolutely compliment those who have been appointed in 
The reasons assigned by the Secretary of the | necessary to pay for the extra clerical aid, in per- | their places. I have sufficient confidence in the 
a Interior, why this clerical aid is necessary, he says | forming the duties required by the said depart- || Executive to believe that those whom he has dis- 
f are contained in his report to the President, com- || ment. | placed were incompetent, unfaithful, and unworthy, 
t municated with the annual message, which has not || think when we establish a new department of || and those whom he has substituted are competent 
h yet been printed and Jaid upon our tables. The || the Government, one having more patronage than | and worthy, and will meetthe just expectation of 
d first part of the President’s annual message, and | any other, it is utterly impossible for any man to | those who have placed them there. 
e accompanying documents, has been printed; but |) provide in anticipation for every contingency. It || And now one word to my colleague who seems 
iM the second part, containing Mr. Ewing’s report, || must be expected that there will be some details— || very much distressed that these loafers, as he 
f has not been furnished to us. 1 speak of it in | some expenditures—not to be anticipated in the or- | terms them, have been appointed. It is very well 
f order that the Committee on Public Printing may || ganization of that department; and it is for Con- || known to every member of this House, that not- 
have their attention called to the subject, and if || gress afterward to provide for such expenses as || withstanding the reforms which have been made 
f they can find a remedy, I hope they will do so. are deemed absolutely necessary. { think that this | in Cais department, and in every department of the 


- Mr. HARALSON (interposing.) Will the gen- | 


tleman allow me to make a suggestion, in relation 


to this particular point? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Certainly, sir. 


Mr. HARALSON. The clause of the letter | 


which has been read, refers to the reasons why 


| amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania | Government, the Democratic pore have the ma- 


| should be voted for, and that we should uphold 
|| this Department of the Interior. 
| interest to the people of the interior—of especial 
| interest to the people of the western country—par- | 


jority of the offices now held in Washington. We 
hear clamors from the Loco-foco preases through- 
|| out the country, and the charge is rung by Dem- 
ocratic members on tus floor, and by their stump 


It is one of great 











1a e € | ticularly to those who have to do with pensions, || speakers, that the brave old hero, and the eminent 
this additional clerical aid has been employed by || public lands, Indian agencies, patents—everything, |, citizen statesman, who fills the Presidential chair 
the Secretary of the Interior. These reasons have || jy fact, enumerated in the first ten sections of the |, has proscribed men for opinion’s sake, when he has 
not as yet, as the gentleman states, been pub- 1 law, which prescribes the daties of the Secretary || not even equalized the offices in the departments, 
/ lished. hey were contained in the report of the || of the Interior. They are numerous and very im- |, and given a just proportion of them to the Whigs 
, Secretary of the Interior, accompanying the Presi- || portant, They have already been referred to, but || of the country. 1 say it was his duty to turn out 
‘ dent’s message. Now, what they were, we do not it I hope the committee will pardon me, as I do not | incompetent, unfaithful men. The people ex- 
‘ know. No man can tell what were the reasons || often trouble them, for adverting briefly to them. || pected it. eee Bik 
' operating upon the mind of the Secretary of the || J find that the duty of the Secretary of the In- || Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, 
| Interior, which, ia his judgment, justified him in | terior is, in the first place, to have the supervision || and the fioor being yielded, said: If | under 
‘ that act. Would it not be well, therefore, for |, of the Patent-Office. Allow me to say, that that || stand the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Taytor,} 
, the gentleman who introduced this amendment, to || is an office which should command the talents, the bk he states that the majority of these men in office in 
withdraw it for the present, and allow the bill to time, and the industry of any man among the first | Washington city belong to the Democratic party ? 
, be passed with no provision on this subject. Af- ;, men of this country, to discharge its duties faith- || Mr. TAYLOR. lam so informed, _ 
; terward, when the reasons shall have been pub- | fully. That is but one of the departments under || Mr. THOMPSON. Upon what authority does 
: pps op a bill be introduced, and I, for one, will the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. || the gentleman state that fact, and how has he 
; be ready to sustain it, if the reasons are such as to I find, in the next place, that he has the super- || ascertained it? 
: justify the action of the Secretary; if not, I shall || vision of the General Land-Office—of all our land || Mr. TAYLOR. Does the gentleman deny it. 
: oppose it. [am against voting in the dark.’ I || system, which is enlarging every year. He has || Mr. THOMPSON. I certainly do deny it. 
' want additional reasons. I do not want anything || aiso the supervision of the accounts of the mar- ||. Mr. TAYLOR, Do you my that there is a ma- 
. to be left to conjecture. . shals, clerks of courts, &c., throughout the thirty | jority of Whigs in office in Washington? 
: Mr. TAYLOR, (resuming.) I do not propose || States of this Union—a very important portion of | Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman asserts 
to occupy much of the time of the committee, his duties. | that there is a majority of Democrats in office, in 
| Mr. FULLER (interposing) explained, that In the next place, the office of the Commissioner || the city of Washington. I desire to know how 
; . of Indian Affairs is transferred to his care—a he ascertained the fact, and upon what authority ? 
: pr message and accompanying documents had bureau growing every year more important—re- | It is not 80. inde 4 is 
: ot been printed was, that, by the order of the || quiring the highest talent—the most persevering Mr. TAYLOR. Do you deny it positively ? 
Committees on Printing in both houses, concurred || industry. This officer has duties to perform which || Mr. THOMPSON. Idodeny it. Itis my belief 
in by a prominent friend of the Administration, that it is so. 


: in the Senate, [Mr. Smrru,] who was a member || were deemed advisable to create it. I think it is 
of the Senate committee, the printing of that mes- 


| 
the reason why the second part of the President’s | 
Mr. TAYLOR. My belief is that it is so; and 


would be sufficient for a separate department, if it 





, n advisable. The vast tribes of Indians on our || as the gentleman has no authority for so stating, 
sage had been deferred in order that the Califor- || western frontier, require the supervision of the || the conclusion of my mind is, that he admits my 
nla message and accompanying documents might Secretary of the Interior, and a careful execution || statement that there is a majority of Democrats in 

. first be printed. of the laws, by the President and General Govern- || office in this city. I state that I learn the fact 
; Mr. TAYLOR, (resuming.) I merely mention || ment of the country, to avoid unnecessary col- || from gentlemen connected with the Executive 
, this fact to show that, while gentlemen are finding || lision with these savage tribes, which, if not very || departments, and I ask if any gentleman on the 
. fault in Congress with the proceedings of the Sec- || carefully and faithfully executed, might involve || other side of the House is willing to arise and 
: retary of the Interior, in employing additional || large expenditures of the public moneys. This is || state upon his honor and trath, as a man, that the 
: clerical force to carry on the duties of the depart- || very important. Whigs have now a majority in the publie offices 
. ment, organized under the act of the last Con- In the next place, I find the office of the Com- || of this city? I hear noreply. 1 have done with 
. Bress, we are absolutely legislating without all || missioner of Pensions is under the supervision of || this subject. , 
; the light which we ought to have. We have || the Secretary of the Interior. He had also the I say it was the duty of the President of the 
j much, it istrue. My distinguished colleague, [Mr. || charge of the taking and making returns of the || United States to make these changes—these re- 
k Vixron,] who sits before me, by his exposition || census—an important duty now about to be per- || forms; not to proscribe men for political opinions, 
y this morning, has greatly relieved us. And I say || formed. He has also charge of the office of the |) but—— eee 
i how, with this exposition, and thatof my colleague || Commissioner of Public Buildings, of the Peni- || Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (interpo- 
. from the eae district, [Mr. Scnencx, tentiary in the District of Columbia, &c. i; sing.) I wish to set this matter right. During 
‘ and the letter of Mr. Ewing, I am relieved of al Now, Mr. Chairman, it may readil be seen, |; the last Administration, the gentleman and myself 
f doubt as to the propriety of this amendment, and that the Secretary of the Interior, with all these || were members of this House. It was then con- 
am ready to vote for it. | various bureaus—the importanee of which we all || fidently stated in the circles in which 1 moved, 
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eee ee nee: 


: . | sale 
j as stated by the present Chairman || By Mr. THURSTON: The memorial of a citizen of 
ae amen an Ways and aDeeitects Mr, |) Oregon territory, asking » ppropriations for certain territorial 
é , . 











the constitution of such State shall expressly probili; a 


existence wf slavery within its limits. 





a . roads and bridges in said territory. 1 Also, the petition of James MePadden and 
Bariy,} that the majority of the officers in Wash- By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 63 citizens of Homer, | citizens and electors of Pennsylvania, praying boas aon 
ington, during the Administration of Mr. Polk, || Cortiand county, New York, for cheap postage. || jury be allowed to alleged fugitive sinves ial by 
were Whigs. And since that time we know that || _ Also, of 110 citizens of Freetown, Cortland county, New || Also, the petition of James McFadden 


j e.6 and 120 others 

: York, for the same. | eitizens and electors of Pennsylvania, praying {i uw 

large numbers of Democrats have been displaced, } Also, of 141 citizens of Moravia, Cayuga county, New || of all laws by whieh slavery or the save-vese Pens 

and Whigs appointed in their places; it isa fair || york, against the admission of any State into the Union \| or sanctioned in the City of Washington or the Dictrics 

inference that the Democrats are now largely in || unless the constitution of such Staie shal) prohibit slavery || of Columbia, or in the event of their AON-Te pent, onan 

the minority | —— ee :  iasaiehonkinane | seat of ee Government may be removed Wo some 

i ‘ . | By Mr. : A petition from G. B. Abel and 56 other || more suitable location. 

[A Vorce. And growing beautifully less every || citizens of Wood and Henry counties, in the State of Ohio, | By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Edward Coo 

da J praying Congress to establish a mail route from Perysburg, || others, inventors, interested im patent-rights. 
r. THOMPSON, (continuing.) And as is || in Wood ay Defiance, in Defiance county, on the | 
5 | south side of the Maumee river. \ 
Steir \eoe Count Stet "Wen esotieniseeaanee | By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of Frederick Kaylor || 


{ 

: | and 306 others, citizens of Freeport, Penns) ivania, praying i! 
affirmative. He asserts a fact,and then asserts | 
} 


K and 65 


IN SENATE. 


| for the freedom of the publie lands. a Wepnespay, March 20, 1850. 
that unless we prove the contrary, we admit the | Also, the petition of A. J. Guffy and 8 others, citizens of || ~The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
fact. That is the gentleman’s position. | MN DTETUON: Tee rodiien ot the Kondusty Lodes || a communication from the Second Auditor of the 
Mr. TAYLOR. I will state to the gentleman |; of Odd Fellows, of Bangor, Maine, for cheap postage. Treasury, transmitting copies of such aceounts ag 
from Mississippi what I did assert. have no ] enn pies ¥ a Haskell and 48 others, citizens | a a ae by persons ee oF intrust. 
means of knowing exactly the number of Demo- | eee) “anion cree . | ed with the disbursement or application of mone 
. , . * | . ) : t 1} ° 

erats and Whigs in office in Washington; but I | ae oe oe Govcrekensereteans ter | goods, or effects, for the benefit of the Indians 
j | ipping 2 the vi avig: 31. Law- || he first of October, 1848, to the 30 . 
hear it stated by gentlemen connected with the || the shipping of the lakes the right to navigate the Si. Law- || from the first o ’ Oy re BOth June, 
departments—gentlemen of high character and || rence. || 1849; which was ordered to lie on the table, ang 


| 
+ . < iI By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of Stephen Howard, || the motion to rit was referred to t . 
truth—that such is the fact, that the Democrats Il gor bounty tand for setvices during the war of 1612. “| scatman P d to the Committee 
hold a eek of the offices in this city. [do || Also, the petition of citizens of Erie county, New York, || r S- 


8, 





not know the fact. I believe it is true, but if not | praying Congress to prohibit slavery in the matvation, for || MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
true, if any gentleman has knowledge io the con- || abolishing slavery and the slave-trade in the district of Co- || Mr. C ‘ o 

: Pee i s ae > slave Sts r. CASS presented a memorial of the c 
trary, I shall be very glad if he will rise and lumbia, and against the admission of any more slave States. ] itizeng 


By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of E. H. Rosekrans 
and 47 others, citizens of Glen’s Falls, New York, asking | 
| specific duty oniron. 


of Grand Rapids, Michigan, asking for the adop- 


state it. | tion of measures for securing the free navigation of 


Mr. KAUFMAN rose and endeavored to ad- 





| } ‘ . : 
dress the Chai \| ~~ Also, the petition of Samuel Corning and 302 others, | the River St. Lawrence; which was referred to the 
ve “TAYLOR Sectinaa ield \| citizens of Fort Ann, New York, for the same. '| Committee on Commerce. 
wat. ectined to yield. ‘| By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of Levi Clarke and || Also, from the trustees and stockholders of the 
nreitice cas I I atas ee oo onthe | 40 others, citizens of Plainfield, Massachusetts, for one cent | Wesleyan Seminary, Albion, Michigan, asking to 
ar ’ will yield th r e | 
} 


, Ws ers ent ypaid le 5 : . 

, postage on newepapers, and are cente on pre pal etters of be furnished with a copy of the laws journals 

gentleman I have been led into these remarks, || D#!f an ounce, and other corresponding reforms. : ’ ais, 

contrary to my actinntion by what fell Som |} Also, the petition of Henry Loop and 58 others, citizens || and documents of Congress; which was referreg 
: 5 





i th (Mr. C i of Great Barrington, ensuite, SF the sume object. — || to the Committee on the Library. 

my colleague over e way, [\Vir. UARTTER,| In | Also, the petition of sixteen members of the Housatonic || : 

elit ee to the changes which have been made | Division, Sons of Temperance, No. 20, at Housatonic, Mas- || R Also, a cing pen ey House of 
in these departments. I have made some remarks || S@chusetts, for the same object. || Representatives of the State of Michigan, asking 
oe ere ee : 7 | Also, the petition of William Selkirk and 21 others, eiti- || that in the district of country bordering on Lake 
in vindication of the Secretary of the Interior, and || zens of Housatonic, Massachusetts, for the same object. St. Clair patents may be issued, in accordance 
I stated facts which I believe will justify me in || Also, the petition of Zalmon P. Bradley and 13 others, ‘ , 





: a : 1 ee VU. ; ae a : '| with the original location and certificates of survey 

e ) - || citizens of Van Deusenville, Massachusetts, for the same || : ’ 

ment, for additional clerk hire. I believe iti ne. || Met ond shek:the 00h 68 CARES Sere ee 

itd f b bli Bae d I beli |; Also, the petition of Phineas Chapin and 59 others, citi- || missions, as they are called, to persons then re- 

Sues ‘heels apatepthenl ae eee aslisteoy eae || zens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, to secure the right {| siding on Detroit river, may be extended to all the 
0 > 1 


| of jury trial to persons alleged to be fugitive slave. io i ‘aailanl “ d: Se 
i ++ || Also, the petition of Phineas Chapin and 48 others, eiti-. || farmers at this time similarly situated; which was 
have the honor of a seat on this Boor, whether it : | referred to the Committee on the Public Lands and 


. . . . || zens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for the repeal of 
is under a Democratic ora Whig President, {shall | all laws enacted or adopted, bv Congress, for the support of | ordered to be printed. 

voie, as I have heretofore voted, not to withhold || stavery in the District of Columbia. — . || Mr. WHITCOMB presented a petition of John 
supplies, but to give all reasonable and proper ap- inden, she’ gestion of) Fhincen Ohapen Sud S65 onwiy WE: 1) a oak Wane Lindlay, in behalf of the 
propriations required for the service of the General || 2°08 of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for freedom in the || ? 


itories. | heirs of John G. Clendenin, asking repayment 
Government. uring the last Congress, I voted ae . Nomen, 
| 








i oa 7 || Also, the petition of Phineas Chapin and 69 others, eiti- || with interest, of the purchase money of land sold 
liberally every appropriation asked for by the Sec- || zens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, against the admis- || by the United States, the title to whieh is defect- 


retary of the Treasury, and I shall do so again. || sion of slave States into the Union. 


| 


; : ! Dommeuiibemtes titi | ive; which was referred to the Committee on th 

And during the progress of the Mexican war, al- || gin ya MP. Kase, of Pennsylvania acking Congress to pur. || Public Lands. : 

HE ae cpr ged to. she Manner in which it | chace his patent action and free pump and fre eagine,for || Mr, HAMLIN presented a petition of the men- 
Bd, - |} the us e y, naval-stations, ck-yards. . 

priation to carry on the war, and upheld the flag i By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Andrew Peters and | bers of the executive government of Bowdoin 


: » : | 172 vitizens of Haneoeck county, Maine, praying Congress |! College, at Brunswick, Maine, and a petition of 
of out Coe mee eee oem jj to make - appropriation for the erection of a light-house members of the municipal government of Bangor, 
as having opposed p war, the war was iedhainaa \| pty cometh Satie iouatand eth pq -oactlin tatiana . in the wpe : aca ranen oe aoe of 
under the direction of the two ablest generals the || 2"4 from the towns of Sedgewick, Brooklyn, Bluehill, | postage; which were referred to the Committee on 
Wortd evevbaie: Unik of whem whee Whicc-one |} Surry, Ellsworth, Trenton, Hancock, Sullivan, Franklin, || the Post Office and Post Roads. 

: it 





f wh th le h Seiad Hee a to th || Eastbrook, ee oo, Mount Desert, Tremont, || Also,a petition of citizens of Frankfort, in the 
of whom the people have already elevated to the |, Seaville, end the Cranbury Islcs. : ; ; secti 
Presidential chair, which he now fills with so || By Mr-COLE: The memorial of Wilson Holt and others, State of Maine, setting forth their objections to the 


. “ Wood h’s patent 
: sa . | citizens of Wisconsin, remonstrating against Congress pass- || renewal of the patent of oodwoith s paten 

er eee to ca country; and || ing any bill recognizing the right of ‘Texas to any territory || planing machine;”’ which was referred to the Cou- 

if the other should live long enough, he stands a || lying east of the Rio Grande, and north of the Red river. — |! mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

very good chance to reach the same high position, 


|} By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of John McMullen sa i 
in spite of all opposition. and many other business men of Philadelphia, asking fora Mr. WALKER presented a petition of Mari 
r. T. having concluded, 
} 
| 


reduction in, and a uniform rate of, postage. } ba Fairservice, ae " be y gies , deta 
: : | By Mr. CONRAD: The memorial of the widow and || preémption to an isla ing in e Nemarbin 
Mr. CROWELL obtained the floor; but yielded |) heirs of Fulman Skipwith, deceased, praying for the passage || : Wisconsin; which Cee a omen 

to a motion that the committee rise. | of a law to indemnify them for losses sustained by French || tee on the Public Lands 

j j . | spoliations, . . 
ore ee no to, the committee | Also, the memorial of Miss H. H. A. Glaramy, sole | Mr. CLARKE presented a resolution of the 
and reported progress. | heir of Captain Francis Glaramy, deceased, for the same || Legislature of Rhode Island, in favor of the estab- 
THE DEBATE. . 
_Mr. BAYLY moved the usual resolution, pro- | 

viding that all debate on the deficiency bill should 


perpare. || lishment of a Bureau of Agriculture in the Depart- 
} 
terminate at two o'clock to-morrow. 


hy Mr. WENTWORTH: Several petitions of citizens | 
Pending which motion, the House adjourned. 











of La Salle county, for two cent postage. ‘| ment of the Interior; which was referred to the 


Also, petitions of citizens of Cook and Will counties, || Committee on Agriculture and ordered to be 
for the same purpose. printed. 


1 
| M TT f W.F.M d 146 | 
| By Mr. HENRY: The petition o . F. Manly an . ™ 
| other citizens of Pittstield, Rutland county, Vermont, that 1 SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE. 
| } @ 
NOTICE OF A BILL. | by jury. i Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I present a pe 
1} 
| 





persons claimed as fugitive slaves may be entitled to trial 
Mr. THURSTON gave notice that he would to. morrow, Also, the petition of the ssmeand 125 other citizens of the | tition of citizens and electors of the State of New 
or som» subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a bill forthe || #ame place, for the repeal of all laws authorizing slavery or | Jersey, praying for the repeal of all laws and parts 


establishment of a Pension Agency in Oregon territory. the slave trade in the District of Columbia, or for the re- || t ed ngress, by which 
coat - 2 moval of the seat of Government therefrom. | of laws adopted or enacted by Cong 7 


Pe || slavery or the slave-trade is authorized or sanc- 

dnt lb atiies 6 ga pn Ce EE Se | tioned in the city of Washington or the District of 
The petition of Joseph Perry and 25 others, citizens of || Columbia; and that, in the event of the non-repeal, 
Indiana, and officers and soldiers of the Inst war with Great || the seat of the National Government may be re- 








PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 


priate committees: | ceaeerleae some of the Indian wars, praying @ grant Of |) moved to some more suitable location. , 
By Mr. YOUNG: The petition Of citizens of township6, || _ Also, the petition of Samuc' Campbell, a citizen of Jen- The petition was received and referred to the 
north of range 7, east, in Effingham coanty, Minois, asking | nings county, Indiana, asking an invalid pension ; and Committee for the District of Columbia. 


a re-location of school section in said townshi | ‘The petition of Hiram Prather and 130 others of ‘he same Mr. MASON rose at a subsequent part of the 
By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: ‘"he pevitien of W. H. jv 


county, praying the same thing, in behalf of said Campbell. ~ a, . ust found 
Cheney and other citisens of Rochester, New York, pray: || _ By Mr. REED: The petition of James McFadden and || 42¥> 4nd said: Mr. President, I have jus 





“ * b- 
ing that the on foreign iron, as colleeted under the |) 120 others, citizens and el r Menwanbeane that a petition for the repeal of all laws on the su 
specific. . Peenehn | oan os Gute be Sieur Giasiacd tute the ules, welon || ject of slavery in the District of Columbia, or that 


tariff act of 1848, be made 








- = 
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1850. 


the out of government may be removed, has heen || 


referred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
hia, 1 was not attending to the matter at the time, 


but my impression is, that there is a rule that | 


whenever a petition is presented, to which it is 
known there is objection, the question of reception 
js considered to be raised. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. |The Chair is not 
aware that there is any such rule. The question is 
ysually put on the question of reception, and then 
some Senator moves to tay that question on the 
table when objection is made. 

Mr. MASON. If I had been aware of such a 
motion to refer this petition to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, I should have objected; 
hut, not being aware of it, | made no objection. 
The question, I believe, was taken upon itin silence, 


and the presumption therefore is, that all voted | 
If I am correct in that view, | | 


in the affirmative. 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which this 
petition was referred. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let the petition be read. 

The Secrerary read the petition accordingly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
now on the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
this petition was received and referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to, on a division, by a 
majority of 15 to 13. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is.no quo- 
rum voting. 

All the proceedings were therefore suspended 
until it was ascertained that a quorum was present. 
That fact having been ascertained, the question 
was again stated on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MASON. [ am not aware that petitions 
of this kind have heretofore been referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, with a 
view to make a report; and if it is the intention of 
the Senate to give a new direction to them, it will 
be done in this instance. If this is the design of 
the Senate, I wish it to be clearly understood; 
and as the Senate is now thin, my object will 
perhaps be better attained by moving to lay the 
whole subject un the table, to be taken up here- 
after. I will now make that motion, if it will 
have the effect to arrest this petition on its way to 
the committee. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Oh, certainly. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay upon the table, and it was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, to which was referred the me- 
morial of certain citizens of Paducah, asking that 
the town may be made a port of delivery, reported 
a bill to conatitute the towns of Madison and New 
Albany, in the State of Indiana, and Paducah, 
Kentucky, ports of delivery, and for other pur- 
= which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial | 


of Colonel John C. Hays, asking compensation for 


services in raising and organizing a regiment of || 
Texas mounted volunteers, reported a bill for the 


relief of Colonel John C. Hays; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the motion to print the meteorological 
report of Professor Espy, reported in favor of 
printing the same. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. FELCH, io pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to revive and 
continue in force, for a limited time, the provisions 
of an act relative to suspended districts of public 
lands; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
le Lands. : 

Mr. WALKER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent.of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of Mariba Fairservice; which was read 
4 first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the series of resolutions 
submitted by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. HALE resumed, and toncluded the h 
which he commenced yesterday. (His s will 
be found in the Appendix. ] 
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| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not rise 
| for the purpose of entering into the debate on 
| this question 
Mr. CHASE. Will the honorable Senator per- 
' mit me to move a postponement of the further con- 
\| sideration of this subject? As thie day has, by 
|, common consent, been appropriated to the consider- 
|| ation of the census bill, and as the Senator from 
(| Maine, [Mr. Brapsurr,] as we all know, is 
‘| anxious to bring up the question of removals from 
|| office to-morrow, and as the Senator from New 
|| Jersey has the floor upon the resolutions submitted 
| by the Senator from Tennessee, I will move that 
'| the further consideration of this subject be post- 
| poned until Monday or Tuesday next. I am in- 
| different as to which it shall be—I will say 
'| Tuesday. 
Mr. DAYTON. I do not entirely agree with 
| the Senator from Ohio. Why not postpone this 
|| matter until Friday? The understanding was, 
| 


' 





| that the census bill should be taken up to-day, and 
| the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Smirx]} has 
| the floor, [ believe, upon some matter for to- 
| morrow. Indeed he has been entitled to the floor 
upon that subject almost as long as I have upon 
one branch of this discussion. 

Mr. FOOTE. Let this subject be postponed 
until Friday. 

Mr. DAYTON. I have no objection to that. 
Will the Senator from Ohio move its postpone- 
ment until that day ? 

Mr. CHASE. I would much prefer that it 
should go over until Monday or Tuesday. 

Mr. UPHAM. I would like to be informed 


; 
| 
if 


| how it happens that the Senator from Ohio has 
the floor. Immediately after the Senator from 
| New Hampshire had taken his seat, the Senator 
from Massachusetts obtained the floor, as [ sup- 
posed, to continue the discussion. The Senator 
from Ohio asked him to give way for a moment, 
which he did, and the Senator then moved to 
postpone the subject until next week. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts obtained the floor; the Senator from 
‘| Ohio rose to address the Chair, and the Senator 
|| from Massachusetts yielded tohim. The Chair of 
|| course, did not know the object of either Senator. 
} Mr. CHASE. I! will explain with great pleas- 
|| ure, to the Senator from Vermont, how this matter 
stands. Yesterday, at the close of the observa- 
tions of the Senator from North Carolina, 1 took 
the floor, and moved the postponement of the fur 
ther consideration of this subject until ames 
| but, as it seemed to be the general sense of the 
Senate that the Senator from New Hampshire 
should be permitted to proceed with his remarks, 
| I yielded the floor for that purpose; and at the 
|| close of his remarks I certainly supposed that, 
| by the courtesy of the Senate, | was entitled to it 
| again. I trust there will be no objection to the 
:| proposition that | now make, that the further con- 
| sideration of this subject be postponed until Tues- 


| 
| 
| 





day. 

Mr. UPHAM. Idid not understand that the 
| Senator from Ohio had the floor. Having it, l 
| have no wish to interfere with the disposition 
which he proposes to make of the subject. 

The question being taken upon the motion to 

\| postpone until Tuesday next, it was agreed to. 
|| Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator from New 
Jersey will not move to postpone the subject upon 
which he has the floor, to a more'remote day than 
|| Friday next. 
|| Mr. DAYTON. I am perfectly content with 
|| that. I move that the resolution of the Senator 
from Mississippi be taken up, with a view to its 
postponement until Friday next, and made the 
special order of the day for one o’clock on that 


day. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 

Senator from Mississippi, to refer the resolutions 
of the Senator from Tennessee to a committee, with 
certain instructions, is next in order. 

Mr. DAYTON. I move, then, that its further 
consideration’be postponed until Friday. 

The motion was to. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the message of 
the President relating to California, being next in 
order, was postponed until Monday next. 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the census bill, as in Committee of the Whole— 
the pending question, as stated by the Chair, being 











upon the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Georgia, as a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Before pro- 
ceeding to consider the proposition of the Senator 
from Georgia, | will se one or two small 
amendments to the original bill. It has been sug- 
gested to me that a construction might be given to 
the bill by which it would be supposed domestic 
manufactures are to be included in the enumera- 
tion, although not amounting to the sum named as 
the limitation. I move therefore to insert in the 
first section, after the word ‘ establishment,” the 
words “exclusive of domestic manufactures in 
families.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS. It has been further suggested, 
and | think with propriety, that inhabitants of the 
United States, living in districts of the country 
where there are no marshals, should be enumerated 
by persons appointed especially for that purpose. 

he present provision of the bill is, that the cen- 
sus shall be taken under the direction of the mar- 
shals of the judicial districts of the country. I 
propose to add, at the end of the first section, the 
following : 

Provided, further, If there be any district or territory of 
the United States, in which thereis no marshal of the United 
States, the President shall appoint some suitable person to 
discharge the duties assigned by this act to the marshal, 


The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. CLARKE. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the ninth section of the bill, which provides for 
the compensation of those who are to take the 
census. The proviso to that section reads thus: 


Provided, however, That no marshal shall receive tess 
than two hundred and fifty dollars. 


1 wish to amend that portion of the bill by in- 
serting after the word “dollars” the following: 

And when the compensation does not, in the whole, 
exceed the sum of five hundred dollars, a reasonable allow- 
ance shall be made, the amount of which shall be deter- 
mined by the Secretary of the Luterior, 

] would merely remark, sir, that it appears to 
me—it must be conceded by Senators—that some 
such provision as this should be inserted. The 
bill provides that the compensation to marShals 
shall be $125 for every thousand persons, and 
that—in States where the population amounts to 
four or five hundred thousand persons—will be a 
fair compensation, but in the smaller States, this 
compensation would be a very light one. For in- 
stance, in the State in which | live, the population 
does not exceed one hundred and thirty thousand, 
so that the compensation would full short of $200; 
but by the proviso of the bill, to which | propose 
to make this amendment, it is declared that, in 
every case, compensation for the marshal shall not 
fail below $250. Now, I submit to the considera- 
tion of gentlemen, that in the small States, as well 
as the large, there is an equally onerous duty im- 
posed upon the marshals. The marshals for the 
smaller States have to receive and make up their 
returns, under the same number of heads, as the 
marshais in the larger States—the only difference 
being, that in the larger States, the returns under 
the different heads are more numerous, and there 
is greater labor in adding up the returns, i havea 
letter from the marshal of the State of Rhode Isiand, 
stating that the necessary clerk hire will swallow 
up the whole compensation allowed by this bill, 
and that, if this labor be imposed on the marshals, 
without compensation for clerk hire, it will be 
exacting from them a duty which they ought not 
to be expected to perform. ‘The marshals have to 
make three copies of the complete return, ove for 
the court of records in their own States, one for 
the office of the Secretary of State, and one for the 
Department of the Interior; and if they could be 
reimbursed for their clerk hire, they would be able 
to get along as well in the smalier as in the larger 
States. Under these circumstances, | have offered 
this amendment, providing compensation for clerk 
hire, and i trust the Senate will concur in ite 
adoption. 

The amendment was adopted 

Mr. DICKINSON. I propose to amend the 
bill in the fifth line of the first section, by inserting 
after the word “acquired”? the words, *‘under the 
supervision of the census board, created by the act 
of the 5th Merch, 1849,”” and to strike out the 
words, ‘Secrevary of the Interior,"’ wherever they 
occur, and insert “said board.’’ The object of the 

amendment is to put the taking of this 
census under the direction of the census » or 
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rather not to give it to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, but to continue it in the hands of this board, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I would ask 
the honorable Senator from New York what ad- 
vaninge there would be in transferring it from the 
Secretary of the Interior to the census board ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. — I think the section of 
country from which the Senator and myself comes, 
justifies me in answering his question by putting 
to him another: of what particular advantage will it 
be to take from the census board the control of 
this matter? Lam of the opinion that this Depart- 
ment of the Interior will be abated before this ses- 
sion is over 

Mr. BUTLER, (in his seat.) Abolished. 

Mr. DICKINSON. No, sir; abated is the 
word; and it appears to me, therefore, that there 
is no fitness or propriety in transferring the con- 
trol of this matter to that department. It is now 
in the hands of this board. They have printed 
papers in relation to it, and they must have be- 
come more or less conversant with the business. 
I hold, therefore, that it is fit and proper that the 
census board, having been created for this pur- 
pose, should continue to have the control of the 
subject. In the formation of the census board, we 
have three departments of the Government com- 
bined; and though I may not have assented to the 
raising of the board, since it has been raised— 
since it has been upward of a year engaged in the 
work—I hope it will be continued by them to the 
close. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will answer the inquiry of the 
Senator from New York, and in a manner which I 
think will be satisfactory to him. 1 believe it has 
been the practice, from the organization of this 
Government down to the present time, to intrust 
the execution of the census to the Secretary of 
State. Up to the last spring, there was no such 
department as that of the Department of the Inte- 
rior in existence. At that period the department 
was created, and certain duties were assigned to it, 





and among other things was this matter of the 
census. The committee, therefore, felt it to be 
thejr duty to carry out the design which the law 
itself contemplated. It was part of the original 
arrangement, made when the department was es- 
tablished, to transfer this duty to that department 
of the Government. Now, it seems to me that if 
it remains there, it can be carried forward much 
more correctly and conveniently; and there is no 
other department into whose hands it can be so 
judiciously referred. By that department, the sys- 
tem which has hitherto been proceeded upon, will 
be carried out. That is all. The duties are, in 
fact, transferred by law, from the Secretary of 
State to the Secretary of the Interior, and go to 
him with the organization of the department; and 
it is very manifest that it will be an inconvenient 
labor to impose upon these three gentlemen—the 
heads of the three departments—and that respon- 
sibility will devolve upon nobody. The depart- 
ments are not organized to meet such a state of 
things ; and if the Senator is desirous of having 
this work carried on in the way in which it should 
be, I think he will allow it to remain where it is at 
present. The Senator says that the department 
will beXbated. 1 do not know how that may be; 
but if it should be the will of Congress to abolish 
it, Congress will of course provide for the transfer 
of this duty to some proper and suitable quarter, 
I hope, then, under the circumstances, that the mo- 
tion of the Senator from New York will not be 
adopted. 

r. DICKINSON. 1 do not intend to question 
the propriety of bringing in a bill of this sort; but 
that does not impose upon us the necessity of 

assing it in the form in which it is presented | 
bere. The fact that we created the Department 
of the Interior, and that it contemplates taking 
under its jurisdiction the duties of this census 
board, is no good reason that these duties should 
be thus placed in the hands of that department. 
The law prescribing its range of duties is not, like | 
that of the Medes and Persians, unalterable. I 
wish to overrule that law, so far as the commit- 
ment of these duties is concerned. @1 prefer that | 
they should be performed by the census board, 
because i believe they will more efficiently dis- | 
charge them, than if left to the care of any one of | 
the depertments. The bill creating the Departs | 
ment of the Interior, it will be remembered, waa | 
ssed almost without discussion; and the mere 
act that these duties were assigned to that depart- | 
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ment, under that bill, is not sufficient to satisfy me 


that it is proper that the Secretary of the Interior 
should retain control over the subject. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I appeal to my honor- 
able friend from New York, to know whether the 
remaining duties of this board are of sufficient 
consequence to deorive the three departments of 


the Government of their heads, to assemble from | 


time to time to consult in regard to the manage- 
ment of the business? It seems to me that, after 
legislation upon the subject, the remaining duties 
to be performed are of so practical a character, 
that it is wholly unnecessary to trouble the heads 
of the three departments with them. I hope, 
therefore, that the Senator will allow it to remain 
as it is; and if we repeal the law establishing 
the Department of the Interior, in the repealing 
act it can, by a word, be declared whether the 
completion of this business shall go to any of the 
other departments of the Government. Now, I 
think that, inasmuch as the work is nearly com- 
pleted, we need not trouble the three heads of the 
departments with it. 

Mr. DICKINSON. One word further. L[acton 
the principle that, if itis going to trouble three 


heads of departments much, it must be exceedingly | 


troublesome to one, unless we reverse the o!d max- 
im, and say that one head is better than three. The 
duties devolving upon the board, under the act by 
which it was constituted, are nearly completed, it ts 
true; butit is for Congress to determine to what ex- 
tent they shall continue to act. Now, I propose to 
set the question at rest, by declaring that the board 
shall continue to have the control of the matter 
until the work is completed. The board hasa 
secretary, and if they meet two or three timesa 
week, it will be sufficient; for their duties will be 
merely supervisory, and they will in no way in- 
terfere with the other duties belonging to those 
departments. This Department of the Interior has 
already swallowed up the duties of the Secretary 
of War. In time of peace, he has no longer any 
thing to do, asLam injormed. 1am opposed to 
taking away everything from the other depart- 
ments, and giving it to the Department of the In- 
terior, making that department overshadow and 
supersede all the others. There are many objec- 
tions that might be urged against assigning these 
duties to this one officer, but 1 know of no good 
reason against giving them to the census board, 
except that it will withdraw their attention to that 
extent from their other duties; and | do not think 
their other duties are so exceedingly onerous that 
they cannot take the supervision of this matter, 
especially as it will last but afew months, and 
give us the advantage of the wisdom and aiscretion 
of three gentlemen, instead of one. 

Mr. BUTLER. There are many things that 
may be better done by one than by three. In regard 
to the duties that devolve upon the board, | take it 
for granted they are not likely to consult—they are 
duties altogether foreign to any department of 
the Government—it is a special jurisdiction. The 
only way to make a department responsible is, to 
give to it appropriate duties. The gentlemen 
composing the board have charge of different de- 
partments, while the control of this matter belongs 
properly to one; and it does seem to me that it can 
be better conducted by one than by three. If the 
Secretary of the Department of the Interior has 
any subject more appropriately than another under 
his jurisdiction, it seems to me it is exactly such 
a subject as this. Now, if an act should be passed, 
abolishing the Department of the Interior, that act 
will necessarily provide that these duties shall de- 
volve upon some other department—perhaps the 
Department of State; but I believe that a business 
of this kind requires entirety of design, and that it 
cannot be spaniel as well by three as by one. 

Mr. HUNTER. | have no doubt that the 
business may be performed, either by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, or by the census board, and 
that it can be as well performed by one as by the 
other; but we have a bill pending here, which I 
have introduced, for the abolition of the Home 
Department. 1! know not whether it will be passed 
or not. [ hope it will receive the sanction of both 
houses of Congress, for I regarded it with appre- 
hension at the time it was created; but, so far as 
this question is concerned, it seems to me to be 
entirely a question of patronage. I have no doubt 
that either the census board or the Secretary of 
the Interior could discharge the duties, but 1 would 
sooner confide those duties to the board than the 
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Secretary of the Interior, and for that 
'| shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
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New York. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I take the liberty of sta: 
for the information of my friend from N 
one thing which, perhaps, may have e 
notice—it is this, that when the dutie 
performed by the Secretary of State, were tra 
ferred from his department to this new de aoe 
all the machinery appertaining to those duties se 
transferred with thera, and that there is in the De 
partment of the Interior, as in every other dears. 
ment, a particular bureau for the conduct and 
management, and superintendence of each of thos 
matters which appropriately belong to the depart 
ment. The Department of the Interior has 4 
special bureau for the control and management of 
this particular matter, with a clerk or clerks, as 
the case may be, well qualified to attend to it 
This subject, then, was transferred to the Secretary 
of the Interior at the same time its other dutic, 
were transferred; and if you take it away from 
him, and give it to this board, embracing these 
three heads of departments, you must authorize 
them to establish something in the way of new 
machinery to carry the work on. So far as my 
experience on this point goes, | must say | am 
rather for abolishing the board of census, and 
getting rid of the secretary of the board, so far ag 
this duty is concerned; because, as every gentle. 
man on this floor must see, our chairman and the 
secretary have been at variance almostever since 
the origin of this bill. And now, sir, as itis q 
|| question between the chairman of the committee 
of the Senate and the secretary of the census 
board, I must say that I prefer, for one, to stand by 
our committee, rather than the secretary of the 
board. It isa question to be determined here 
whether that secretary is to control the decision of 
the Senate, or the committee appointed by the 
Senate itself. I have no doubt pa secretary is a 
very excellent and a very worthy man, in his way; 
but I know when he appeared before our com- 
mittee, he appeared to think that the committee had 
no power whatever to interfere with the power 
that had been delegated to him. The committee 
could not revise, review, or correct any of the 
propositions he made; and so far as that question 
is concerned, I wish to get rid of the census board. 

But, sir, independently of that, 1 have had some 
experience in these departments, and I know, if 
you transfer this matter to these three gentlemen, 
as has been well said by the Senator from South 
Carolina, one of them must attend to the business, 
You must fix the responsibility somewhere, in 
order to have the business properly attended to. 
Besides, sir, by taking this business away from 
the Department of the Interior, you will leave the 
particular bureau of that department, to which it 
was assigned, unemployed. In mentioning this, | 
would say to my honorable friend from New York, 
that 1 am not disposed to give that department any 
more power than he desires to give it; but I can- 
not but think it a much wiser disposal of this 
question, to leave it to the Department of the Inte- 


rior. 

. Mr. DICKINSON. It has not escaped me, that 
‘some of these duties, which have been transferred 
to the Department of the Interior, have been trans- 
fered by the express language of the statute ; but 
I imagine that the honorable Senator from Iilinois 
is mistaken in regard tothe fact, that there has been 
a bureau established expressly for the purpose of 
looking into this matter. On the contrary, al- 
though it is not strictly parliamentary to allude to 
the proceedings of the other house, it appears that 
in the Department of the Interior clerks have been 
employed beyond the number allowed by law, and 
that department is now seeking compensation for 
those clerks thus employed without authority of 
law, and one branch of Congress is now discus- 
sing the question whether they shall be _ or 
not. So far, then, from the Secretary of the Interior 
having a bureau of clerks ready for this business, 
he has been obliged to employ clerks to transact the 
— of the department without authority of 
aw. 

In regard to this subject of patronage, I have no 
sympathy with it; Ido not know anything about 
it. As to the secretary of the board of census, | 
do not know him; and I have never convel 
with any member of the board upon the subject. 
lam neither standing by the committee nor by 
the census board, but by what I conceive to be the 
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in a complicated matter, such as taking the census, 
all of t ¥ . 
portion of the proceedings; but in preparing for 
it, in giving directions and in taking preliminary 
measures, | Suppose the experience of three men 
would be better than the wisdom of one. [If it 
were not so—if nothing could be efficiently done 
except by one man—you might as well concentrate 
the whole Government in the hands of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. — 

Ce I repeat, it will be but for afew months 
that this matter will be before the board of census. 
These officers can meet once or twice a week if 
necessary, and spend an hour’s time; amLif their 
suggestions are worth nothing to each other, Tecan 
only say, that they are entirely unfit for their 
places. Bringing their views into comparison, 
advising with each other, and arranging the man- 
ner in which the business shall be conducted, must 
be of essential advantage. They already have a 
secretary ernployed; and that secretary is probably 
provided with a room—or bureau if you please— 
where the business can be transacted; and 1 ven- 
ture to say that it will cost the Government as 
little, and be as efficiently done, as if it were com- 
mitted exclusively into the hands of the Secretary 
of the Interior. I have no interested view—I am 
nota party to the fecling that has grown up be- 
tween the committee of the Senate and the census 
board; but I wish to arrest now and forever the 
bestowal of this great and overgrown patronage 
and power on the Department of the Interior. I 
predicted evil from it when the bill was hurried 
through the Senate, and passed intoa law, without 
discussion or an opportunity for examination; 
ani my worst fears have been realized. I will 
give no vote to bestow an unnecessary patronage 
on that department; and whenever a preposition 
shall be submitted for abolishing it, I shall give it 
my support. — 

The question was then taken on the proposed 
amendment; and it was, upon a division, nega- 
tived—ayes 15, noes 19. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move now to strike out 
the words ‘* the Interior,’? wherever they occur, 
and insert the word ‘‘ State,"’ so as to give the 
control of the matter to the Secretary of State. 

The question being taken, the motion was not 
agreed to—uyes 14, noes 17. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will move further to 


amend by striking out the words * Secretary of || 


the Interior,”’ and inserting ‘* Attorney General.”’ 

The question being taken, the motion was not 
agreed to—there being, upon a division, ayes 17, 
noes 19. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
further amendments to the original bill, the ques- 
tion will be on the substitute offered by the Sena- 
tor from Georgia. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
taken up by sections. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have been requested, 
and approve of the suggestion, to move an amend- 
ment to the tables reported by the committee. 
Some gentlemen think we might dispense with the 
enumeration of some of these small articles. 

Mr. BUTLER. We have not come to the 
tables yet. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Itis with the view of 
perfecting the bill before we take up the substitute 
that has been offered by the Senator from Georgia. 
I will state, that it has been suggested to me as 
important for agricultural purposes, and to show 
the advancement of agriculture, to have the amount 
of manured land, during the last year, stated in the 
tables ; and it is proposed that some little column 
be devoted to this subject. I therefore move to 
strike out the column of beeswax and honey, and 
insert a column for the subject [ have named. 
Tie columns now stand thus: “ Acres of Land:” 
“Improved:”? ** Unimproved.” I propose to add 
“ Manured,”’ and to atrike out the column for 
* Honey and Beeswax.” 

Mr. RUSK. I have no objection to strike out 
“honey and beeswax,” bat { do object to the 
column for ** manured”’ lands, as being calculated 
to mislead the public mind as to the nature of the 
land in different of the Union. In my own 
State, we have rich land which is not manured, 
and does not require it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That is the case in my 


I move that the substitute be 


he board are to participate in every minute | 





right of the matter. With all deference to my || own State, but | make the amendment for the 


friends on the other side, f have yet to learn that, | benefit of others, i to understand the reason for assigning the com- 


|, pensation, which the deputy marshals shall receive 


if 


it 


_ manured,” proposed to be inserted b 
‘amendment, is exceedingly indefinite, and 

| good can possibly arise from it. 
|| nured ? 
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Mr. MANGUM. Itseems to me that the — 
is 
at no 
How much ma- 
{ know something about agriculture, as I 
have been engaged in it; and 1 know that it would 
be impossible to precare any information by this 
means that would be useful to any one. 
the amendment will not be adopted. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. We do not manure the 
land in my quarter of the country, and I have not 
any definite information on the subject. The gen- 


I hope || 


| 


1 confess | am not quite mathematician enough 


for their travels, thus mathematically. In looking 


|| at it, this is the objection which occurs to my 
; mind: Take a township of land with thirty-six 


papers miles, or six miles square, with a population 
of two thousand souls on it, and four hundred 
dwellings—being, | suppose, very nearly the aver- 
age extent of the townships in the eastern section 
of the Union—and you will find a given result. 
You will find the compensation for travel will 
amount to from twelve to sixteen dollars. Take, 


|| then, a city with not half that number of square 


tleman from Virginia [Mr. Hunrer] suggested || miles, but with ten times the number of inhebitants 


that an amendment of this sort would be very | 
advantageous to show the progress of agriculture, | 
and asked me whether there could be any place | 
made for it. I informed him that, by giving up | 
altogether some little article, we could make room | 
for the amendment he suggested in that column, 
and at his instance | moved the amendment. I | 
trust that the gentleman from Vérginia, if he thinks 
it important, will show the reasons why he desires 
it, and sustain it. I have no particular desire for 
its adoption. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe this amendment is 
desirable and useful. It may be a matter of very | 
little importance to obtain any tables of agricul- | 
tural statistics; but if we are to endeavor to pro- | 
cure information of the progress of agriculture in 
th's country, surely nothing is more important 
than to ascertain the quantity of land which is im- | 
proved. 
pare the progress of this sort of agricultural im- 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


By this means we shall be able to com- || '@ ' 
_ bill offered by my frien 


provement; and it is one in which the old States || 


are very much interested. 
column in the agricultural table in which the agri- 
cultural community generally would take more 
interest than the one proposed in the amendment. 


I, too, am a farmer—not so good a farmer, perhaps, |) 


as my friend from North Carolina; but I know 
that manure is entitled to come in under this spe- | 
cific head, which ia probably as definite as any | 
other. There would be great anc anty 

taining accurately the precise quantity, 
nevertheless ascertain facts of great interest to those | 
engaged in the pursuit of agriculture. 
particular interest in this amendment. 
no more manure in Virginia than they have in 
North Carolina, but I had hoped to have the as- 
sistance of the Senator from that State. I was | 
not surprised when the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
Rusk] and the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Un- 


DERW OOD] disclaimed the necessity of the amend- | lars for each hundred; in subdivi-ione containing less than 


ment; but | had hoped that the old North State 
would have stood by Virginia in an inquiry so 
important. 

Mr. MANGUM. My honorable friend, I be- 
lieve, lives in the lower part of Virginia. I know 
something of the nature of that country as well as 
of the lower part of North Carolina. The land 
there is highly manured, and in a high state of cul- 


great perfection; but it would be impossible to dis- 
criminate between the land which 1s highly culti- 
vated and that in a poor state. The agricultural 
societies can get this information with infinitely 
more accuracy than the deputy marshals, who 
probably never owned or cultivated an acre of land, 
and perhaps do not know a pea froma bean. It) 
would be attended wi:h no practical result, and 
would be utterly useless. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, | 
and it was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have carefull 
both the bill and the amendment offic 
Senator from Georgia, and my disposition is in | 
favor of the amendment. 


| 
| 
tivation, producing the great staple Indian corn in 


in ascer- | 
ut we can | 


I believe there is no || 


I have no | 


We have | 


' 


} 
| 
i 
} 


| 


| 


examined | 
red by the, 


There is, however, one || 


section of the bill to which I ask the attention of | 


the committee, in order that they may give me 


such information as will enable me to vote intelli- | 


gently. It is that section of the bill which pro- 
vides for compensation to the deputy marshals. 
will read it: 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That each assistant 
shall be allowed as com for his servi after the 


rate of two cents for \) enumerated ten cents 
a mile for necessary wpe, we be ascertained by 


ing the square root of the number of dwelling-houses in the 


division, by the root of the number of square miles in 
such division, the shall be taken as the number 
of miles traveled for ali purposes in taking this census. 


— 





multiply-_ 





and dwellings, the amount of travel will be more 
than fourfold greater than it is over the township 
of thirty-six square miles—so thot the compensa- 
tion will be larger for the smaller district, whereas 
the amount of travel will be greater in the larger. 


|| | may be wrong, but I desire to know why the 


rule was adopted. I confess that the section in 


| the amendment seems to graduate the pay more 
|| according to my notions of propriety, and to make 
|} it more even. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. That provision of the 
bill was introduced at my suggeation, as an amend- 
ment upon former census bills, and | beg leave to 
explain it as briefly as I can to the Senate. [ 
think it can be demonstrated to the people, and I 
wish to show to the gentleman from Maine the 


|| reasons, in the first place, why some change was 


necessary; and with a view to do that, 1 have 
taken the compensation provided, according to the 
d from Georgia, to show 
how unjust and unequal that provision is. And if 
I can show the enormous inequality and injustice 
of it, and demonstrate it mathematically, you will 
then see the propriety of udopting some rule on 
the subject; and if [can then show you that the 
rule which has been adopted operates with perfect 
fairness and justice, | hope the Senate will retain 
it. 
Now, sir, as to the rule which the bill offered as 
a substitute proposes. Here is the old mode of 
compensating the marshals for taking the census: 


“For every one hundred inhabitants enumerated and de- 
scribed, they shall receive, in all incorporated villages, 
towns, and cities, containing more than ten thousand in- 
habitants, one dollar and fifty cents; in all subdivisions not 
included in such villages, towns, or cities, containing, on an 
average, more than seventy-five inhabitants to the square 
mile, two dollars for each hundred ; in subdivisions contain- 
ing leas than seventy-five and more than fifty inhabitants to 
the square mile, txo dollars and fifty cents for each hun- 
dred; in subdivisions containing less than filly and more 
than twenty-five inhabitants to the square mile, three dol- 


twenty-five and more than ten inhabitants to the square 


|| mile, four dotlars for each hundred; in subdivisions con- 
|| taining less than ten and more than five inhabitants to the 


square m le, five dollars for each hundred; and in subdivis- 
ions containing less than five inhabitants to the square mile 
such compensation as the Secretary of the Interior shail 
allow.” 


Now, the Senate will perceive that any mode of 
compensation embraces two distinct things—the 
amount of travel which is to be performed by the 
census-taker, and the amount of time consumed in 
taking the actual enumeration, when he has the 
persons before him; and you find, according to the 
old plan, that they have endeavored to regulate 
this thing by the idea of square miles and density 


i of population, and in doing that, according to the 
| amendment proposed b 


the Senator from Geor- 
gia, and according to all the old census bills, you 
find, that when the population to the square mile is 
so much—seventy-five, for instance—the compen- 
sation shall be so much. When the population to 
the square mile is much less, the compensation is 
much more; and so on, as you diminish the popu- 
lation to the square mile, you increase the rate of 
compensation. Well now, sir, I have taken up that 
idea and carried it out, to show its enormous in- 
equality and injustice. | have illustrated it by as- 
suming two counties. I take my first county to be 
thirty miles square; that will give you nine hundred 
square miles. I have taken my second county as 
twenty miles square; that gives four hundred 
square miles. And in looking over the different 
counties in the United States, | find that they fluc- 
tuate in different States of the Union, from twenty 
to thirty miles square, sometimes more and some- 
times less; but most of the cuunties in the old 
States vary from twenty to thirty miles square. 
Well, sir, take a county of thirty miles square, 
which will give nine hundred square miles, and 
take seventy-six inhabitants to the square mile; 





! 





then maltiply the nine hundred by the seventy-six, | 
and you have sixty-eight thousand four hundred. || 
That will embrace the largest and most populous || 
counties in the New England States, and in the || 
most densely populated parts of the United States. 
Well, sir, at $2 per hundred, which is the rate of | 
compensation proposed by this bill, it would give | 
you $1,368 for taking the census and enumerating || 
the inhabitants in a county of that size, and that || 
number to the square mile. Well, now, suppose, || 
instead of seventy-six to the square mile, you take || 
seventy-four to the square mile, and you get a | 
different grade of compensation. How will that, 
on caleulation, present itself? Multiply nine hun- 
dred by seventy-four, and you will get sixty-six 
thousand six hundred, and the compensation for 
this ts to be $2 50 per hundred; that will give you 
$1,665 as compensation for the marshal. Thus | 
the marshal, who does the least work, gets $297 
more than the other. 

Mr. DAWSON. That does not follow. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It does follow, under | 
your bill, by mathematical demonstration. I will || 
repeat it again, because there is no possibility of 
evading it. According;to this bill, in all districts 
that havea population of more than seventy-five | 
to the equare mile, the marshal is to be paid for the | 
enumeration $2per hundred. Take then a county |! 
containing nine hundred square miles, and'seventy- || 
six inhabitants to the square mile, and the com- || 
pensation will be $1,368 ; then the bill says that if || 
there be less than seventy-five inhabitants to the | 
square mile—and seventy-four is less—the mar- | 
shal shall receive $250 per hundred. So that in a 
district of the same extent, but with less popula- 
tion, and therefore less work, the marshal would 
get $297 more than the man who has more work 
todo. Well, sir, then try it upon a smaller coun- 
ty; take twenty miles square, and you have four 
hundred square miles; multiply that by seventy- | 
six, and you have a population of thirty thou- 
sand four hundred; multiply that again by $2, | 
which ja the rate of compensation, and you have 
g608. ‘Take another county with seventy-four to | 
the square mile, and go through the same process, 
and you will find that the man doing the least || 
work gets $132 more than the man who does the | 
most work. 

Well, sir, | went on with these calculations, 
and | took different grades, for | wanted to show 
the monstrous injustice and inequality of the bill. | 
I took nine hundred square miles and multiplied 
it by forty-nine, which constitutes, being less than 
fifty, another grade of compensation, and the re- 
sult was a population of forty-four thousand one 
hundred; and for this you pay $3 per hundred— | 
80 we have $1,323 for this man’s compensa- | 
tion. ‘Thus itappears that the man, who enumer- 
ates forty-fourthousand one hundred people, may 
receive within $45 of the compensation of the man 
who has enumerated sixty-eight thousand four 
hundred people, in an equal extent of territory. 
In other words, sir, relatively, you only allow in 
this case $45 for enumerating twenty-four thou- | 
sand three hundred people, without regarding | 
the additional travel which the man has to undergo | 
in enumerating the dense population more than | 
he would perform, in the same extent of terri- 
tory, if the population were sparse. I put the | 
same rule down to the twenty-mile square, and I 
find that the result of it is that the man who takes | 
the population where there are only forty-nine to 
the square mile, gets within $20 as much pay as 
the men who takes the population in a country 
twenty mile square with seventy-six to the square 
mile. In other words, $20 is to pay for enumera- 
ting ten thousand eight hundred persons; or rather 
relatively, less than two mills per head is to pa 
for enumerating these ten thousand eight hundred 
persons, when the bill allows, as the lowest com- 
pensation, one and a half cents per head for 
enumerating the population of the most crowded 
cities. 

Bat, sir, | did not half — here in my calcula- 
tions. [took this table from beginning to end, and 
all the jumps which it makes in its compensa- 
tion, just work precisely in this way; and it is ut- 
terly impossible to prevent it, under any such sys- 
tem of compensation as this. Before { presented 
my rale to the committee, | took up the compen- 
sation of the States, according to their square 
miles, and the population to the square mile, in 
the different States, and | find that the greatest in- 
equality existed under the last census; but I will 
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‘ mathematiéal precision that I have stated. 


not go into it. Here is a plain statement to any 
mathematical mind, beyond the possibility of be- 
ing questioned. The rule proposed, must work 
exactly as | have shown it, and it is utterly im- 
possible to prevent it. 

Well, having found out these inequalities, so 
ee manifest, 1 set myself to work to find 
out if there was any rule to prevent it, and to 
combine the time consumed in taking the enumer- 
ation of the population with the travel the man 
must undergo in order to get the persons before 
him; and I have, I think, made a rule which 
works as mathematically certain, in every state of 
the case, as that two and two make four; and that 
does justice to everybody. Now, sir, if the Sen- 
ator from Maine (Mr. Hamurin] will be kind 
enough to listen, I will present a very plain case, 
which illustrates the whole: 

Suppose there are four square miles—that will 


| be two miles each way square; this is the sim- 
|| plest case we can consider, and when we consider 


it, itapplies to millions of square miles just as 
well as to four.” Now suppose there are four 
families on these four square miles, and only four 
families; if you have these four families located 
about the centre of each of these s.juare miles, 
you will just have to travel four miles to get at 
each of their houses. Begin at the centre of one 
square mile, and go to the centre of the other, 
and you have one mile; travel to the centre of the 
other two miles, and then back to the point from 
which you started, and you have four miles. 
These four miles take you through the whole 


| square miles, and you have got to the whole four 


families. Then, sir, if you will take the square 
root of the square miles, being two, and the square 
root of the families, being two more, and mult- 
ply one by the other, it makes four—the number 
of miles you travel. Now, you may extend that 
to ten million of acres, or ten million of square 
miles, and if you will dot families equally over the 


| whole, it will give you the precise number of 
| miles the census-taker or deputy marshal has to 


travel, to get at each family. If, therefore, the 


| families could be located in exact mathematical 


and regular order, so as to be placed the same dis- 
tance apart, the rule would work with actual 
mathematical precision, and give you the precise 
number of miles which the census-taker would 
travel. ; 
The next question that came up was, knowing 
that they were not scattered over the country with 
that mathematical exactness—knowing that the 
families were not placed, if there was but one to 
the square mile, exactly in the centre of each 
square mile—knowing that that was not the case— 
the next questien for consideration was, whether, 
in their dispersion over the country, they were 
sprinkled with sufficient equality in all parts of the 
country to justify the assumption of this rule. 
The committee, upon reflection, thought that it 


| would justify the assumption of the rule, because, 
‘if it did not work exactly correct, the difference 


would be in behalf of the marshals. Let me prove 
to you that it would benefit the census-taker, 
if the people were not scattered over the country 
with the precise mathematical exactness which 
I have supposed. [t will benefit the census-taker 
a little, and a very little; and I will show you 


'éxactly how far it would benefit the census- 


taker; and when you come to look at it, I 
think you will see that it is sufficiently accurate 
to make the rule. Suppose you have the corn 
in your field planted in rows—then, if you begin 
to travel along your rows of corn, you know pre- 
cisely the distance you have to travel between 
each cornstalk. So, if families are placed with 


_ the same regularity in which the cornstalks grow, 
' you know precisely the number of miles you have 


to travel between each; but if, in the upper part of 
the country, they are thinly scattered, and all of 


-them congregated in the lower part, the census- 
‘taker will have less distance to travel, to get the 


population of that country, than he would if they 
were scattered over the whole surface, with the 
But it 
is not a matter of very much concern to the Senate 
and House of Representatives, whether the census- 


‘taker makes a few picayunes or a few dollars by 
_the people being congregated upon this creek, or 
upon that corner of rich land, in the county—by 
| their being congregated in one particular neighbor- 


hood, instead of being plastered over with equal 
smoothness everywhere. That is the whole of it. 
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If, as | have stated, the families were placed j 
equal numbers = ig each square mile, the r rs 
would be perfectly accurate in ever Particular 
The pravisions of this bill require that the a. 
shal shall report the number of square miles in ¢ a 
district, and the number of families Fesidin a 
the district. You have, therefore, the ean 
of applying the rule with perfect precisio ; 
and the only possible injustice is, that where the 

population may be more congregated in one om 

of a county than another, the poor Ceneus-tt . 

gets a little advantage; and the committee oe. 

willing to give that advantage, supposing the po r 

tation sufficiently spread over the counties to ‘ah, 

the rule a just one. 

| Mr.*YULEE. Will the Senator allow me i 

| ask him why any new principle has been adopted 

ii regard to the compensation of these marsh 

I have referred to the acts providing for the taking 

of the census of 1830 and 1840, and I think tha, 





als? 


this is altogether a novel compensation for these 
services—certainly I can find no provisison in an 
former act for the payment of mileage to these 
officers. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 will answer my frieng 
from Florida with a great deal of pleasure. The 
former acts, as I have already stated, compute the 
compensation under the combined rule ot square 
miles, and population to the square mile. (Ff 
course, under all therules of compensation hereto. 
fore prevailing, they have endeavored to make it 
from these two elements. The number of miles 
that have to be traveled is blended in these 
former acts of Congress, and connected with the 
extent of population to the square mile. A teri. 
tory of four hundred square miles, for instance, 
or twenty miles square, supposing there be two 
thousand families, would give five families jin 
a square mile. Now, to reach all these fami- 
lies by travelling over the country, you would have 
to travel more miles than if there was but one 
family to each square mile, and if there was buy 
one family to each five square miles, it would di- 
minish the distance to be traveled. The rule of 
computation has been, to combine the travel over 
the country and the time consumed in taking the 
census, in something like a computation table, such 
as the Senator from Georgia has presented. |: is 
an unjast rule every vere as I have shown, and 
the question is, whether the evil cannot be obviated 
by combining these elements with something like 
inathematical precision. It can be done if we take 
the square root of the number of families, and the 
square root of the square miles, and multiply 
them one into the other. 

I do not know that I can make this matter 
plainer, but any Senator has only to make a tia- 
gram for himself, as I have stated, and take four 
square miles, and locate four families upon each 
square mile. There is the whole element of the 
calculation, and it ean be worked out in its appli- 
cation to a million of square miles, if necessary. 

It has been suggested, that the marshals will uot 
understand this mode of computation. Ido noteare, 
if they do not. [tis not desirable that they should, 
because thev are not to fix their own compeusa- 
ton. They are to report the number of families, 
and the number of square miles in the territory; 
and when they have made their report, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior can at once ascertain, by this 
rule, what is due to them, and compensate them 
accordingly. 

Mr. COOPER. Suppose that he has one hun- 
dred families to one square mile, what will be his 
compensation ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The case is very plain. 
If you take one hundred families, and put them 
on one square mile, and dot them equally over the 
surface, you have but to multiply the square root 
of the hundred families by the square root of one 
mile; and you will find, when you take the cen- 
sus, that you have to travel more than a mile to 
go to the familieson it. The rule is just as appli- 
cable to one mile, as to five thousand; and if you 
will take the trouble of making a diagram, and 
going into the calculation, you will find it 80. 
You will perceive, in a case of that sort, if you 
have a hundred families, that the census-taker has 
to go back and forward across this mile fourteen 
fifteen times, and he may travel as many miles 10 
going to the houses on that square mile. 

Mr. COOPER. How will it be in cities where 
they may be all on one square? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Cities may be excepted, 
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i desired, but they ought not to be. It occupies 
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| miles every way. Sup there are ten persons i] Mr. TURNEY. I ask the Senator if he would 














le at deal of time in traveling up and down the | in each family, and then there are two hun- i not prefer making these remarks when the Senate 
ile phe They ought to be paid as well as the | dred families in the two thousand inhabitants. || 18 more full ? : 
. carsus-takers in the country. You should com- | The square root of your two hundred families | Mr. COOPER. I will not take a moment, and 
= wey both elements of labor—the time spent in | is fourteen, and that of your four square miles || what I have to say will appear in the papers, and 
ch bine from place to place is one, and the time spent | is two, and your census-taker will have t6 travel |) that is all I desire. It was stated, sir, in language 
mm (Sine the enumeration of the other; and the | twenty-eight miles to get your population. I || a8 nearly as I can recollect, that the design of the 
> er based on these two elements, operates alike 1 eens ao oo oe we hem i} a ae tMe D Potenh cat ~ Ray 
ly : ut. | you might take the rule and bring it do 1G » (Mr. »} asi 
- and 0908 SON Te is not exactly the place to | four ates, or one mile, or make it five millions of || bill reported by the committee on the census, 
art wue the general advantages of the bill | have | miles, and it is precisely the same; and if you | was alone for the Vinpers of delay, and that the 
- ps alr and I shall confine myself to the point || will give the number of amilies, it will show you | secretary of the census board had no authority 
Te resented DY the Senator from Kentucky. In my | the precise number of miles the officer will have | for drawing it uP» os, ormething to that effect. 
he Pi the draughter has mostly taken the rule of | to travel, eee to be equally scattered | He desires that I should say that he was ee 
F a: tion from the laws heretofore in force on || over the surface. The only objection to the rule || to prepare the bill, in pursuance of the law of 
Oe 1 will illustrate a moment. It pro- || is, that they are not equally scatiered, and that in || March last, under which the census board acted, and 
od vides, that for every hundred inhabitants enu- || Some parts they are congregated in greater num- } ae eee “ ae a-ha 
9? merated and described, they shall receive, in all || bers than others; but then it only results in a | a y aa who r Se aera 7 - - 
ne incorporated villages, towns, and cities containing” | little benefit to the census-taker, and puts a very | ¥ _ that bill was bo aoe os a 
at more than ten thousand inhabitants, $150. The | few on oan ao cor . 20 = y in anes il wearer: Foals al 
be second section requires the marshals, so far as ||) Mr. DA ‘IS, of | a. se ‘oer bene om sree wren m oe ne Pel 
1 racticable, to divide the whole of their respective | tee found this question, as have the Senate already, | mittee, — le ne ora ay ie owed 
2 Faricte in such a manner that each subdivision, } a very complicated one. They were induced to i re at it TT Fe r e uty o aoe 
. by estimation, shall not contain more than twenty || bestow much attention to the subject, because of || board, ge rp bill and submit ihe e —_ 
nd thousand inhabitants. Now, suppose we take a the complaints of the inequality of the compensa- evenees ~ = it in essen 0 ae - 
he city of twenty thousand inhabitants, what com- || ton under the former law—some having received || made be at Senator, a eeera are _ es 
he ensation will the marshal receive? He will re- i what was deemed extravagant, while others, it || the Glo ee a on me = 
fe ae just $300: where it is a city, we must adopt || was thought, justly complained that their com- || not ae - ee page, t oug ei eee = 
OF some average rule, for we cannot be precisely ac- || pensation was too little. It was a very compli- i soe ‘ ma es as a wre . iv a 
0 curate in this matter, — The next provision of the 1 cated question. In the first place, it is necessary 1 one — my i a - e - an ‘en to 
‘it hill is, that in all subdivisions, not included in such | to estimate how much each marshal could per- | he aoe orwa ng the o ie i 
es villages, towns, or cities, and containing on an | form—how many they could enumerate—and if || a “at 7 er es 7 = = = oi 
ge average more than seventy-five persons to the |' you can only settle and determine that question, | * - A ot ey as . aoe . 
he square mile, he shall receive $2 for each hundred || It is very easy to determine what is a reasonable | ane vania, . oo to be unc “ — = ying 
"i. persons. Now, supposing them to be spread over l compensetion for them. The data upon which that the —s gave a a 
ne, aterritory of twenty miles square, instead of a ‘| that inquiry is to be founded, is very difficult to | eee aration . oat Sa 
v0 city of twenty thousand persons—we do not take | obtain, and must be mainly conjectural. | labored | y é 2 0, an an ce e = 
in into consideration the number of houses in the || at it myself, and hastily made a table—though it ! gard to that. : - y spo eo g 
ni- twenty miles square—we only increase the com- || goes more into details than itis desirable it should— | secretary ee ar a . a 
he pensation twenty-five per cent., and the assistant || to meet those inequalities, and to give to each as- | ~~ DA coed " —— ion chor — 
ne marshal will receive $400. This calculation may || sistant a compensation, bearing a proper ratio to | ator from ode — . aes ae hie 
ut ve extended to the other provisions of the bill on } his services. [tis not easy to tell how many square | aoe = eee a ave re ae 
di- this point, and it will be found to exhibit the same || miles they can go over in a day, or how many i bill ‘ a ome t ey — = saa eae 
of result. Thecounty in which I reside, for instance, || persons they can enumerate; _but one thing is 1 = e ha meet ela is pes aeemeies et ten 
er is ahout twenty miles square, with a population of |) plain, that as population diminishes, the com- \| pees — a Me . os oa ar va 
he twelve thousand persons. The marshal would || pensation should increase—the increase in the | wie oe uty 1 — oy aa —- 
ch then receive $2 a hundred, and what would be his || time of travel constituting a very considerable i the tables, _ gs ie ee : —- ae 
is whole compensation for taking the census ? Why, | portion of the time and labor devoted to the sub- My that way. e : oN had n 2 aro : 
nd $240, and no more; and in the city of Savannah, || Jeet. My friend from Kentucky [Mr. Unper- }) was nee a maees fet : eir Lars ae +: 
ed with a population of fifteen thousand, he would t woop] has turned his mind to the subject, and | H a aa tie ve rears ee: aes oo 
_ ete eee hy I this | d | cual y : sbnation of ih edbates aide Ooi ine (| tor withdekw that ‘nation Pie one moment? 
i on resent this law; and || acareful exam . {! 
. st wi as. dl Clad the lopity:marstint in the || what compensation was made under the former | Mr. Suan. 1 will, if the Senator from 
ly county in which I reside—and who knows that it || laws; and having done that with very great care, i praae eetee - ow it. sb et ae 
contains about,12,000 inhabitants—looks at the bill, || and having applied his rule to the test of these } Mr. DA ; ve mone O8 wth See 
ter and ascertains the number of inhabitants to a square || former returns, which show the actual compensa- i very glad to hear Y . enator — ; ee rh 
la- mile, he at once Knows his compensation, and can |! tion received by those who collected the statistics, F that one member of the orien bees : * . 
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all practicable dispatch. I saw that the effect of 
that measure would be necessarily to postpone the 
business, and I objected to it on that ground, and 
on that ground alone. The gentleman who drew 
thia hill, says he was following out suggestions of 
mine. He was notin my employ. He need not 
have gone to my speeches of the last session to 
find a guide. He was in the employ of the cen- 
sus board; and it would have been better if he had 
looked to them for direction, than to my speeches. 
I now renew the motion to adjourn. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 21, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BURT rose and insisted on the regular or- 
der of business. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The SPEAKER stated, that the business first in 
order was the resolution offered yesterday by the 
gentieman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] providing 
that all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the bill to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the residue of the fiscal 
year, ending the 30th of June, 1850, should ter- 
minate this day, at two o’clock, unless the com- 
mitee should sooner come to a decision thereon; 
[pending the question on the adoption of which 
resolution, the House had adjourned ;} 

And the question now recurring on the adoption 
of the resolution, 

Mr. BURT moved to amend it by striking out 
the hour of *‘ two,”’ and inserting ‘* three.”’ 


‘The question was taken and decided in the neg- | 


ative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred and. was taken on 
the adoption of the resolution, and was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the resvlution was adopted, and the House 
decided that all debate on the said bill should ter- 
minate this day at two o’clock. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Burt, of South Carolina, in the 
Chair.) 

CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that he had been in- 

formed there was a special order set apart for this 


day. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the commit- 
tee proceed to the consideration of the said special 
order. 

The title of the bill (from the Senate) was read 
as * An act to carry into effect the convention 


between the United States and the Emperor of | 


Brazil, of 27th January, 1849.” 

And the committee thereupon proceeded to the 
consideration of the said bill. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he hoped no objec- 
tion would be made to this bill, There were pru- 
dential considerations which required the imme- 
diate passage of the act. It had been reported 
with entire unanimity by the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. He moved that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House, and the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 
a could then proceed with his deficiency 

ill. 

a INGE said he would like to hear the bill 
read, 

The bill was accordingly read through. 


Mr. McCLERNAND said that no explanations | 


of this bill were requisite—it would explain itself. 
It was drawn according to the form usually adopt- 
ed for bills, to carry into effect conventions with 
foreign Government; and, as he had said before, 
there were prudential considerations which en- 
forced the necessity of its speedy passage. 

No objection having been made, 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

(This bill, as explained by Mr. McCieananp, 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
embraces the following object: It is designed to 
carry into effect the convention between this and 
the Government of Brazil, concluded on the 27th 
day of January, 1849, through the agency of our 
worthy minister at the court of Brazil, (Mr. Todd.) 
Under the cenvention, the Government of Brazil 
is engaged to pay to the Government of the United 


| States the sum of 530,000 millreas, current money 
of Brazil, and with six per cent. interest from the 
| first day of last July, in full discharge and satis- 
| faction of all the claims preferred by citizens of 

the United States, being the subject of the ar- 
rangement. These claims arise upon a variety of 
grounds, originating with the Brazilian Govern- 
ment—most of them probably near a quarter of a 
| century ago—and fall within different classifica- 
] tions. The ovject of the bill is to enable these 
|| claimants, after long and injurious delay, to estab- 
lish their claims, and to obtain indemnity, in whole 
or in part, according to the sufficiency of the fund. 
For this purpose, the bill authorizes a commission, 
|| to be composed of a commissioner, with a clerk, 
|| to be appointed by the President and Senate. It 
will be the duty of the commission to give notice, 
and proceed, without delay, to hear the proofs of 

the claimants, and adjudicate their claims upon the 
|| principles of justice and equity, and consistently 
| with the laws of nations and the provisions of 
the convention, and to deliver a list of the 
awards that may be made, to the Secretary of 
State, within one year after the date of the com- 
mission, when it is to expire. The Secretary of 
State will also be required to furnish a certified 
copy of the awards to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, whose duty it will be to pay the awards, in 
whole or ratably, according to the sufficiency of 
the fund. Upon the expiration of the commission, 
all the papers relating to the claims are to be de- 
posited in the State Department. Such is the 
outline and substance of the bill. It is not a bill 
having for its object the expenditure of the public 
money, but to pet and distribute a sum of money 
among those of our citizens who look to us for the 
performance of this duty. Prudential considera- 
tions, affecting the future availability of the fund, 
enforce the speedy passage of the bill.] 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


On motion of Mr. BAYLY, the committee re- 

sumed the consideration of the bill ** to supply 

|| deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of 
| the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1850.” 

The state of the question was as follows: 

The following item being yesterday under con- 
sideration, 

‘* For the salary of the chief clerk in the office 
of the Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th 
March, 1849, to the 30:h June, 1850, at the rate of 
$2,000 per annum, $2,719 17;” 

Which item Mr. Hampton had moved to amend 
ss follows: . 

Strike out the above paragraph and insert the 
following: ‘* For salaries of chief clerk and other 
clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Interior, 
from the 9th of March, 1849, to the 30th of June, 
1850, the sum of $14,568 32.” 

Mr. CROWELL was entitled to the floor. 

He expressed himself in favor of the proposed 
amendment, on the ground that as he considered 
the Secretary of the Interior was warranted in 
calling to his assistance the extra force, not 
provided for by law, to enable him to perform the 
important duties imposed upon him, by the law 
establishing the department, instead of it being 
an act of usurpation, it was his imperative dut 
o employ these clerks. Formerly, in the def- 
ciency bills, every cent called for had been award- 
ed. Inthe last Congress, the Whigs upon this 
floor, and in the other branch of Congress, had 
responded to all calls of this nature, made upon 
them by the late Administration, and voted mil- 
lions of dollars to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the various departments. This 
was the first time that a Secretary, for calling 
around him a sufficient force to transact the indis- 
pensable business of the bureaus of his depart- 
ment, which he was required to see transacted, but 
the clerical force to perform which Congress had 
omitted to furnish, had been denounced as an 
usurper. During the late Administration, why 
had not the Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Vinton,] recommended a similar 
course of conduct, pending deficiency bills? 

Mr. BAYLY asked of the gentleman from Ohio, 
when he (Mr. B.) had voted for any appropria- 
tions legalizing and sanctioning conduct on the 
part of the former heads of any of the Executive 
departments, similar to that now complained of on 
the part of the Secretary of the Interior ? 

Mr. CROWELL replied that the gentleman had 
not, as he (Mr. C.) knew, interposed any objec- 











tion, when the last deficiency bill was 

His impression was, that the gentleman had hens 

to make up deficiencies for the salaries of ¢| _ 

at the last and preceding sessions, and hea 

characterized the late Democratic Secretar om 
: 3 y of th 

Treasury as guilty of usurpation, P 

My colieague, (mi Mr. C.,) from the Stark 
Wayne districts, [Mr. Cantrer,] has been ple _ 
to denounce the Secretary of the Interion in! 
measured terms, and apply to him opprobious . 
reproachful. epithets; and not content with = 
hausting his own ample vocabulary of billings “q 
he has laid under contribution the Washines ss 
Union, and has sought to drag forth cea'a, 

utter, and to make respectable, by his own ¢ : 
orsement, the low, malignant, and cast-off libel 
of that loathsome sheet. It remains to be Pa 
whether he has power to do it. His disposition 
to do so, no one can doubt, after what has ha : 
pened. P 

That paper, I am aware, is held up as the Sole 
organ of my colleague’s party, and its senior 
editor is the patron saint of the emocracy. | do 
not blame my colleague, therefore, for any act of 
devotion he may perform, in his presence, or an 
demonstrations of reverence he may make toward 
the aged patriarch, provided he performs them jp 
secret. He is the embodiment of the resolutions 
of 1798, and the personification of Virginia g). 
stractions. 

He proceeded to-say, that he held in his hand 
a list of the deficiency bills, passed under M; 
Polk’s administration, from which it appeared, that 
at the first session of the twenty-ninth Congress 
$1,700,914 99, and at the second session of the 
twenty-ninth Congress $7,618,307 88, were ap- 
propriated to supply deficiencies asked for in the 
several Executive departments. At the first ses. 
sion of the thirtieth Congress, the deficiencies 
were not counted by thousands, but by mi. 
lions—having amounted to the monstrous sum of 
$15,115,666 88. 

The deficiencies for the four years of Mr. Polk's 
administration, amounted to $25,000,000 over and 
above the estimates which had been submitted by 
the Democratic heads of departments; and the no- 
torious reason why those heads of departments 
had fallen so far short, in the estimates they had 
sent to Congress, of the expenditure actually in. 
curred, was, that they dared not come out honestly 
before the country, and make known the enormous 
amounts they required to carry on the Govern. 
ment, but had left them to be supplied by dei- 
ciency bills. 

While the deficiencies in one year of Mr. Polk’s 
administration, as he had shown, amounted to 
more than $15,000,000, and another year to over 
$7,500,000, the present deficiency bill appropriated 
only $1,457,986 28. Yet, with these facts spread 
upon the records of the country, and staring 
gentlemen in the face, his colleague on the other 
side of the house had, on the occasion of this 
comparatively insignificant deficiency, denounced 
the present Administration as profligate—guilty 
of usurpation! Let the country determine how 
much weight should be attached to the gentleman's 
random and gratuitous attacks, 

He regretted that any attempt had been made to 
give a party turn to the discussion—to nothing 
was he so averse; but he felt it his duty to ex- 
pose the unfounded nature of some of the charges 
which had been made against the present Admin- 
istration. ; 

His colleague (Mr. Cantrer] had complained, 
that capable men had been turned out of office, and 
that ‘*cider-sucking” (he believed that was the 
classical term which the gentleman had made ust 
of) politicians had been appointed in their places. 
But he had entirely failed to substantiate any s\0- 
gle one of the charges which he had so profusely 
poured out upon Mr, Ewing. The Secretary of 
the Interior was known and honored throughow! 
the length and breadth of the Republic, The co 
umn of his fame towered so high, that any attempt 
of his adversaries to reach him, would prove abor- 
tive—the malignant attacks hurled at him, would 
but rebound upon his assailants. The poisoned 


arrows hare inted with good will, would fall 
harmless at his oe ' 


In the te, taking all the departments of 
the Goversereet lovsther, the Demccnis holding 


offices were largely in the majority. He had ev 
dence to refute ae charges which bad been made 
by his colleague, and other gentlemcn, of a ruthless 
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and indiseriminate removal by the Secretary of the 
interior, of Democrats who were competent offi- 

7s, and the substitution of incompetent “ cider 

ocking Whigs.” He (Mr. C.) did not justify pro- 
seription for opinion sake. He had no doubt but the 
Secretary of the Interior had good reasons for every 
removal he had made; but an investigation of 
the facts would show, that comparatively few re- 
movals of Democratic office-holders had been made, 
snd that a very large proportion of the clerks in 
sii the departments in this city were at this time 
Democrats—and Democrats who had been origi- 
ally appointed in the place of Whigs, who had 
been removed purely for opinion sake. At the 
resent time, some of the departments had a small 
najority of Whigs—or rather, of those who were 
norcounted as Democrats. Other departments,— 
for instance, the Treasury and Post-Office Depart- 
ments—had a large majority of Democrats. In 
some of the bureaus, the Democrats were as three 
to one of Whigs. The Democrats, in a large 
majority of cases, held the appointments to which 
the largest salaries are attached. As an instance 
of this kind he might refer to the fact, that in the 
Fourth Auditor’s office there were fourteen clerks, 
only five of whom were Whigs, and they received 
the lowest salaries. 

In the aggregate, taking the departments to- 
gether, either including or excluding the clerical 
force employed by the two houses of Congress, 
the Democrats were in a large majority. 

in making the above statement, those who had 
held their appointmerts for a number of years, and 
whose political opinions were not known, were 
counted as Whigs: none were counted as Demo- 
crats but those who were openly and avowedly of 
that political faith. 

More than one third of the offices in the various 
departments in Washington were held by natives 
of Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

This statement was furnished by a gentleman, 
not inany way connected with the Government, 
whose statements he (Mr. C.) believed to be 
perfectly reliable. 

In conclusion, he (Mr. C.) remarked, that his 
object had been to place these facts upon record, 
that they might go out to the country with this 
debate. 

Mr. C, having concluded, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, obtained the 
floor. He said that he did not intend to discuss 
the question, now before the committee, in a party 
point of view. He did not intend to arraign the 
Administration for any inconsistencies, nor to ar- 
rign the heads of departments for their inconsist- 
encies; nor was it his intention to discuss the 
proposition in relation to theappointment of clerks, 
or the compensation awarded to these clerks when 
they were appointed. He saw that the time lim- 
ited for the debate on this bill was about to expire; 
and he had risen for the purpose of calling the at- 
tention of the committee to one important provision 
contained in it, 

But before he porceeded to speak to the point to 
which he had mainly risen, he would like to put 
one inquiry to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton,] and it was this, Where did the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means get the power to make 
reports to this House in relation to the Patent 
Office? There was in this House a Committee on 
the Patent Office; there was a Committee on Public 
Buildings, and why the Committee of Ways and 
Means should take it upon themselves to travel 
so far beyond the legitimate sphere of their duties, 
a to make a report, in a deficiency bill, of an 
lem of some ninety thousand dollars to complete 
the wings of the Patent-Office, recently commenced, 
he did not understand. He did not know from 
whence the authority came. The gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] a member of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and who seemed to be so 
familiar with the details of business in this House, 
and so conversant with the duties devolving upon 
"8 various committees, could probably give the 

Ouse some information on this point. Here 
were two committees, to one of whiel the subject 
‘o which he was directing his remarks properly 
belonged. 

The item to which he referred, \would be found 
at page 7 of the bill, line 153 to line 156, It appro- 
priated— 

‘ Toward the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
buiding, aceording to the original plan, under the direction 


“ 


of the Secre id o 
of, os Secretary of State, $90,000, to be paid out of the 

During the last session, a large sum was appro- 
priated by Congress for the erection of the wing 
now in progress, in addition to the Patent-Office. 
That sum, it appeared, had given out, and now we 
are asked for $90,000 more. Would it not have 
been better that the Committee on Patents should 
have examined the subject, and reported as to the 
necessity for this addition to the building, instead 
of voting another appropriation of $90,000, on the 
mere report of the Committee of Ways and Means? 
He would, at a proper time, move to strike out 
** ninety” and insert ‘* ten,’’ so as to limit the ap- 
propriation to $10,000. He was not disposed to 
strike out the appropriation altogether, because a 
number of laborers and mechanics had been em- 
ployed on the building, and it was proper that 
they should be paid. 

He thought it would bé better to throw awa 
what had been already expended, with this addi- 
tional $10,000, than to continue this building. He 
knew that it would be said that this appropriation 
was to be taken out of the patent fund; that there 
was a large balance in the Treasury to the credit of 
that fund; and that it was proper that this fund 
should be applied for the benefit of the patentees, 
who had an interest in the building. 

Now, how did the fact stand? The amount 
taken out of the Treasury for this building, is 
$417,000. Deducting the different sums authorized 
to be taken from the patent fund, there now re- 
mains a balance of $139,000 due to the Treas- 
ury. The fund was now indebted to the Treas- 
ury $139,000. It was better to throw away that, 
and the $10,000 he now proposed, than to continue 
these appropriations; and the public would gain 
by it. 

“There was another inquiry to which he would 
call the attention of the House. Are these wings | 
necessary? are they required for the use of the 
Patent Office? The Secretary of the Interior had 
stated in his report, that they were not necessary 
for the purposes of the Patent Office. He hoped 
that, without distinction of party, Whigs and | 
Democrats would act together in making retrench- 
ments in this item; and he thought that the pres- 
ent moment, when parties were in some measure 
split up, was favorable for making such an appeal. 

{Here Mr. Jounson read an extract from the 
report of Mr. Ewing, in which itis stated that the 
additions to the Patent Office Building, now in pro- 
gress, are not necessary for the use of the Patent 
Office.] 

Mr. Ewbank, the Commissioner of Patents, had 
also in his report, stated that ‘‘these additional 
‘ wings are not necessary for the Patent-Office, but 
‘ for the accommodation of the other branches of 
‘the Executive departments.” 

What, then, are we building these wings for? 
Are they needed, or are they not needed? Are 
they for the use of the Patent Office, or are they 
not? The Secretary of the Interior says they are 
not; the Commissioner of Patents says they are 
not. What is this appropriation reported for, when 
these officers say these additions are not required ? 
If they are not wanted for the use of the Patent- 
Office, what are they wanted for? Is there some- 
thing behind what appears on the face of the mat- 
ter? Was it intended to make preparation for the 
establishment of a new bureau? Was it proposed 
to effect in this way some object which gentle- 
men were afraid to disclose in open day? Did 
they intend to prepare for something which was 
not called for by the wantsgf the country? He 
saw no good reason why this clause should not 
be stricken out. 

He then went on to comment on the extension | 
which had been made of the original design, both 
as to the size and the cost of the building. It 
was evident, that the building could not be com- 
pleted at a less cost than a million of dollars; and 
is this a time to expend this large sum, when the 
Secretary of the Interior has told us that the neces- 
sities of the Patent Office do not require it? The 
Secretary of the Treasury has suggested to us the 
propriety of making retrenchments, stating that 

e will be compelled to go into the market to 
borrow money. The President has also informed 
us thata loan will be necessary; and shall we 
goon and fix on the Government a new and un- 
necessary expenditure of a million of dollars? 

Should the House be indisposed to strike out 


this item of expenditure altogether, he thought 
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that, at all events, the action of this House ough 
to be suspended on the subject. He was the more 
strongly disposed to press this suspension, because 
there was, at this moment, an allegation pending 
in this House, of great frauds which had been 
practised in that department; and when memorials 
have been pouring in, in, relation to these frauds, 
it was proper that the Committee on Patents 
should have an opportunity to investigate this sub- 
ject, and ascertain if any frauds have been perpe- 
trated, what they are, and to what extent they 
have gone, before we act in this matter. While 
this investigation is pending, it must be obvious to 
every one, that it is proper to suspend action on 
this appropriation for a short time, if we do not 
reject it altogether. 

He did not intend to take party grounds, in rela- 
tion to this matter. He thought that at this mo- 
ment, when the propriety of retrenchment of our 
expenditures was apparent, that there ought to be 
no such appropriation as is here asked for, to com- 
plete additions which have been declared not w be 
necessary for the uses of the Patent-Office. 

He would say no more on the subject, except to 
repeat that, at a proper time, he would move to 
amend the bill in the clause he had named, by 
striking out ninety thousand, and inserting ten or 
five thousand. 

Mr. CALVIN rose and took the ground, that 
these clerks had performed the duties which were 
assigned them, and that they ought to be paid for 
their services, and that, in the employment of these 
clerks, the Secretary of the Interior was not charge- 
able with any usurpation of power. The services of 
these clerks were deemed necessary, te enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to perform the duties en- 
joined on him fo law; and the simple inquiry is, 
shall they be paid for these services, or shall they 
not? It is a very plain proposition, It was too 
plain to require any discussion; and he did not 
rise for the purpose of discussing it. But he had 
risen with a view to say a few words on that por- 
uion of this bill which had been referred to by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. valance) al- 
though he would not have it interred that he agreed 
with ghat gentleman in the remarks he had made. 

The wings which are now in progress to the 
Patent Office, are necessary. They are not neces- 
sary for the use of the Patent-Office, but they will 
be required for the accommodation of the other 
branches of the Department of the Interior, For 
some years past, it has been found necessary to 
pay high rents for rooms which were required for 
the accommodation of the various branches of the 
Government. On this ground, therefore, he dis- 
sented from the propriety of striking out this ap- 
propriation. 

He intended, however, to move to amend the 
bill in this clause, by striking out the last few 
words—* to be paid out of the patent fund.” “The 
gentleman from Tennessee had named the amounts 
which had already been paid out of this fund. It 
was now proposed to take $90,000 more out of the 
fund. e was in favor of appropriating the 
amount asked, but he was not prepared to take it 
from the patent fund, 

It had been correctly shown by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that the Secretary of the Interior, 
and the Comniissioner of Patents, had stated that 
these additional buildings were not necessary for 
the use of the Patent-Office. It was well known 
that the numerous articles which had been collected 
and brought home by the Exploring Expedition, 
occupied the upper << of the present building. 
These will shortly be removed and deposited in 

the Smithsonian Institute. After these articles are 


|| removed, there will then be sufficient room for all 


the purposes required by the Patent-Office. It was 
therefore not necessary, for the use of the Patent- 
Office, that these additional buildings should be 
completed; but it was necessary for the accommo- 
dation of the other departments of the Govern- 
ment. 

The Patent-Office fund ought, in his opinion, to 
be set apart to defray the expenses of publishing 
the specifications aid drawings which were re- 
quired to be circulated for the information of inven- 
tors through the country, in order that, when they 
come here, they may be familiar with the names and 
characters of the different inventions which have 
been patented. Another application of the fund 
shoul » in compliance with the recommendation 
of the Commissioner, to the preparation and print- 
ing of an analytical index, for the purpose of 
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See 
giving the country a fall knowledge of the patents | a salary of $2,000 peranoum. That wasthesame || opportunity—he desired now to say a few w wy 
recorded in the office, and the names of the pat- || salary which was received by the chief clerks in | He referred to the item appropriating ¢}] on ; 
entees, And again, out of this fund, it would be | the other departments. With that salary he would || forthe compensation of temporar derks em lo & 
peculiarly proper, carrying out still the recom- | not interfere. He thought the chief clerk ought | upon current business in the ost-Office Pioyed 
mendation of the Commissioner, to establish a || to have it. | ment. In the Post-Office Department, the * ong see 
= of premiums for the promotion of the me- | The second clerk, Mr. King, who drew the || (he said) had had more labor to perfor rks o 
c 


anic arts, and to reward the authors of merito- | requisitions of the various departments, had || eet it more promptly, than the dere = a 
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rious inventions. 





his salary fixed at $1,800. Now, there was no || other department of the Government, Whe, . 
7 it was impossible to form any correct estimate || officer of that grade—i. e., the chief clerks of the | Amos Kendall came into that department he a - 
eS of the great debt we owe to the inventive genius || bureaus—with the exception of the chief clerk of | found it embarrassed, in debt, and invoived oe re 
& of our country. The spinning jenny, the steam | the Sixth Auditor’s Office—whose salary was | large expenditures. The department was seinen e 
= engine, the lightning telegraph, have, by their won- || $2,000—who received more than $1,700. That | ized by him—his pride was aroused to relieve th, a 
y derful operations, revolutionized the world. In | was the highest sum paid. The duties of that || department of the debt hanging over it. |; e : a 
4 the course of half a century, the whole face of the || clerk were nothing more than those of a teller or || organized upon the most economical Principles fe - 
ts country has been changed, and we have succeeded || clerk, employed in the banks of the city at a | 1836,) but when the machinery of the departineny : 


in annthilating not only space, but time; and ifthe | salary of from $800 to $1,000—that was to say, 


came to be put into operation, it was found to be 
apirit of invention should go on as it has done, and || filling up blanks—a mere mechanical occupation; 





as we may expect it will do—if in one half of a 
century, we have changed the whole aspect of 
human operation—what may not be looked for, 
before the lapse of another half century? We 
ought, under the influence of a wise and far-seeing 
policy, to apply this fund, as the Commissioner 
of Patents has suggested, in the promotion of the 
mechanic arts, and the encouragement of valuable 
inventions. It was a beggarly system, to rob this 
patent fund, the net proceeds of the Patent Office, 
out of which large sums have already been paid: it 
was a beggarly and miserable policy, to take this 


fund and convert it to such a purpose as the erec- || 
tion of buildings to accommodate the other branches | 
of the Government. Has this Government become | 


80 poor that it cannot provide accommodations to 
carry on its own operations? Has it suffered a 
spirit of parsimony so far to overpower the sense 


of justice due to the inventive genius of our coun- 1! 


try, that we will take the proceeds of their skill and 
industry, and apply it to uses foreign from those 
for which they were contributed. 
the House would exhibit a liberal feeling in this 


matter, and not suffer this appropriation to be | 


taken out of the patent fund. 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said that, before this 


debate was brought to a close, he desired to make a | 
few remarks, applicable immediately to the subject |, 


of this bill. He regretted that the debate had as- 
sumed anything of a party character. So far as 


che was concerned, he should not add anything of | 
In giving his vote upon ap- | 
propriations to carry on the operations of this | 
Government, he should not be guided by any con- | 


that character to it. 


siderations as to who it was that administered the 
Government. In giving his votes, as a member of 
this House, for appropriations to carry on the 
operations of the Department of the Interior, he 


should acknowledge no rule of conduct but the in- | 
tereats of that department; and he should give his | 
vote without reference to the fact whether Thomas || 


Ewing, or any other individual, was at the head 
of that department. 
The one main objection which seemed to have 


been taken against the proposition before the com. | 


mittee, was, that the Secretary of the Interior had 
avsumed to himself authority, not authorized by 
law, in appointing clerks, and fixing the amounts 
of their respective salaries. This proceeding, it 
had been said, grew out of the the necessity of the 
case—that at the very last hour of the last session, 
the bill providing for the organization of the De- 
partment of the Interior had been passed, and 


He trusted that || 


|| yet the salary was fixed at $1,800. 
| Mr. Mix, who was an old clerk, and could not 
|| be affected by the passage of the bill, belonged to 
|| the Indian bureau, and he (Mr. B.) would bear 
|| cheerful testimony to the integrity and capacity of 
|| that gentleman, as a clerk. He was emphatically 
| an honest man. He trusted there were a great 
| many clerks belonging to this class of men. 
| Sure he was, that Mr. Mix was one of them, 
and he (Mr. B.) should greatly regret to see him 
displaced. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to trace the salaries and 
duties of the other clerks, for whose payment ap- 

ropriation was made by the amendment now 

efore the committee; and having done so, he 
| proceeded to remark, that he could not sustain the 
|, sweeping and general charge which had been 
| made by some gentlemen here against the clerks 
of the various departments of the Government. 


|| So far as his own knowlédge extended, he thought | 


| that the duties of the several departments were 
properly and faithfully discharged. In his own 
| Intercourse with them, he had found the clerks 


discharge of their appropriate duties. 
| edly there had been bad appointments—appoint- 
ments of men incompetent and unfaithful. It was 
so—it must be so—under all Administrations; and 
| he thought that it was wrong, that if occasionally 
|| one of them should be found neglecting his duties, 
or spending within the walls of this Capitol that 
time which ought to be devoted to his desk, to 
make a whole class of men suffer for it, or that the 
| heads of the bureaus should be arraigned on that 
|| account, 

‘| His objection, then, to this measure was, that 
'| the salaries were higher than those in the other 
|| departments of the Government. Having been 
connected with one of these departments, he was 
enabled to speak from experience; and his expe- 


rest, the most faithful, and the most competent 
|| clerks employed in the departments of this Gov- 
‘| ernment, were those whose salaries were limited 
to $1,000 per annum. They were young men 
who came here, who had been bred as clerks—not 
broken-down politicians at home—who well un- 
derstood their business; and if he were called 





| given him. 
tinued from year to year, until 1842, 


short of clerks, and eight in the first place, and af 
terward one, making nine temporary clerks, wy, 


tn we 
These temporary clerks were : 


@ con. 
When they 


| were made permanent clerks, and were Continued 


_ there were seventeen thousand, yet there had | 
| no increase in the service. The reduction of post. 


_ which had more than trebled the duties of the (e. 


_ millions, being a trebie increase; and re 


to the present time—making the same number of 
clerks now in the Post-Office Department as there 
were in 1837. At that time there were aboy: ten 
thousand post-offices in the United States; noy 


seen 


ages had doubled+-nearly trebled—the amount of 
letters passin); through the mails of the county 
partment. The letters which now reached the 
dead-letter office, amounted annually to about two 
quiring 
four hands, constantly employed, to open them, 
while formerly they were opened by two persons, 
whose duties were then far lighter. 
At the commencement, too, of a new Adminis. 


‘| tration, there was a great press of business, 


whether general removals were made, or not. The 


| applications for appointment, &c., all had to le 


courteous in their demeanor, and competent to the | 
Undoubt- || 


examined, &c., and occasioned as much additional 
labor to the department, if not granted as jf 


|| granted, with the single exception of the labor of 


| issuing the commissions. 


The present Postmaster-General had informed 
him that the services of these temporary clerks 
| were necessary, and that he had told these gentle. 
| men—some of whom were Whigs and some Dem. 
| ocrats—that if they came into the office, and per. 


| formed the duties, they must run the risk of 
} Congress making an appropriation for their pay- 


ment. He (Mr. B.) should vote for it, because 


| he believed ‘it necessary to employ these men to 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| upon to select the best clerks from the several de- | 


| partments, he would select those of the class | 


| which he had described. 
| As to their political opinions, it had been as- 


| to perform the labors. 
| With reference to the item appropriating for the 
| continuance of the work upon the wings of the 


| Patent-Office, he had intended to say something, 
eience would sustain him in the assertion, that the | 


inasmuch as he had laid upon the table, a few 
days since, a petition making charges in respect 
to the manner in which that work was being car- 
ried on. He should vote'to strike out that item, 
until there had been a full and fair investigation of 
the matter. 

Mr. HUBBARD said: Mr. Chairman, if gen- 
tlemen here have so much difficulty in getting 
along, by reason of an unexpected increase of ex- 
penditures in the public buildings, if they will sup- 

rt an amendment I propose to offer, making t 
the duty of the Government, or proper department, 





that no appropriations were made to cover the ne- | who were Democrats. He believed that his friend | 
cessary expenses of its operation. It would be || from Ohio, [Mr. Tayror,] if he would pass the 
recollected, at the same time, that additional duties || paper round, and let men sign it and tell their | 
were imposed upon certain officers—that certain || politics, would find that he was mistaken. Let |) 
departments or bureaus of the Government, which || each man truly putedown his own politics, and he 
had heretofore belonged to the State Department, | had no doubt the gentleman would see that he was |! 
the Department of War, and the Department of | 
the Treasury, had been transferred to the Depart- | 
ment of the Interior. 

Now, it was his opinion that the Secretary of 


| inerror. For his own part, he knew men holding || 
| office here (against whom he had nothing to say) | 
| who, during Mr. Tyler’s Administration, were ex- | 
cellent Tyler men; who, under the administration | 
the Department of the Interior had nothing more || of Mr. Polk, were good Democrats; and who now, 
to do than to call upon those departments, and || under the administration of General Taylor, were 
they would have furnished him with clerks enough | good Taylor men and good Whigs. But he be- | 
to carry on the operations of his own particular | lieved also that there were a great many of the 
department. If, however, he (Mr. B.) had no || clerks who had no politics at ali. Nor did he | 
other objection, there was one sufficient in itself | think it necessary thata man in Washington city 
to determine his vote against the appropriation, || should have politics. He had no vote to give; and 
Gentlemen might perhaps think that it was a small, || he who would most strongly recommend himself 
or insufficient reason; such as it was, however, | to his (Mr. B.’s) favor, would be the man who 
it was strong enough for him. It was this, that || faithfully attended to the duties of his office, and 
all the salaries which had been fixed, were larger— || who did not leave his desk in order to be at the | 
mach larger—than the salaries paid to the officers | hustings, or in the public ways, talking politics. 
of the whi ae agp Som etree and bureaus of || There was another item of this bill in refer- 
the Government. e bill gave a chief clerk at || ence to which—as he should not have another 











serted here that there was a large majority of them || to dismiss from office, or public employment, ay 


|| enabled to use at all, has been at a greatly dept 



























man who shall make false estimates of the cost of 
any public building, work, or improvement, thet 
they may puta stop to these unexpected expendi 
tures, by the adoption of my amendment. The 
man who makes them, if honest, should be dis 
missed for incompetence, and if competent, for 
dishonesty. 

Mr. MOORE said, I will detain the committee 
but a few moments, as my colleague has antic 
pated me in the amendment I wished to offer. 
will, however, say a few words in reply to the 
gentleman from Tennessee. He asks, where is tt 
necessity of making this appropriation for the im 

rovements at the Patent-Office? 1 will tell him 

have been informed by some of the mechani 
and laboring men engaged on that building, th 
for the last three or four months, since the |ss 
appropriation for that work has been expends 
they have been compelled to receive, in payme 
for their work, a species of scrip or promise © 
pay of the contractors, which, if they have bet 


ciated value, or a large discount, and that, une 
some appropriation is now made for that building; 
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hey will either be compelled to quit work entirely, 


continue to receive in payment for their work 
is depreciated sort of currency. Now, sir, it 
gems to me this ig a very hard case for these me- 
shanics and working men of our country, a large 
majority of whom, I am informed, are not resi- 
jents of this District, but who have come here 
yarious sections of our Union, and are but 
sorly able either to do without work, or lose any 
rion of wratthey earn. And it appears to me, 
if the gentleman from Tennessee, or any other 


member of this, House, who is opposed to this 
item of appropriation, would only take the matter 
home to themselves, they would pass the appro- 
priation witho@® any hesitation. hy, Sir, sap- 
we were dependent upon some higher branch 
of Government for our per diem for this session, 
and we could receive no pay whatever until the 
general appropriation bill was passed, unless we 
sw fit to take the promise to pay of our worthy 
Speaker here, and if we were obliged to sell that 
xa large discount—which I admit is hardly a 
supposable case, for 1 apprehend his paper would 
discount pretty well—yet I say, if it were so, 
would we not think ita very hard case? And if 
it would be so for us, is it not equally—nay, still | 
more so for these hard-working mechanics and 
laboring men, who are literally and truly earning | 
their bread by the sweat of their brow? I do hope, 
then, sir, that this House will not hesitate to puss 
this appropriation, so that these working men and 
mechanics, who have come here from various sec- 
tions of our Union, to uprear these monuments of | 
utility and usefulness for our Government, may 
be enabled to receive their pay in the good sub- | 
stantial currency of our country, instead of this | 
depreciated sort of paper; and I also hope that the 
appropriation will pass with the amendment offered | 
by my colleague. | 
Mr. HARALSON said, for one, he should be || 
willing to see these men, who had been in the em- || 
ployment of the Government, paid to the full ex- || 
tent of the value of the services which they had 
rendered. Whether they were to be paid in the 
manner now proposed, was a very different ques- | 
tion. Judging from the information which he 
now had, he believed that this was not the proper 
bill in which to make provision for their payment. 
Nor did the amendment of the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania propose the proper amount to be | 
appropriated for the particular purpose. 
The reasons which had been given by the Sec- | 
retary of the Interior, for the employment of these 
clerks, with stated and fixed salaries, were not 
sufficient. The adoption of the amendment would 
constitute, in his opinion, a very bad prece- 
dent, which might be quoted in all time to come. 
If Congress had heretofore been in the habit of 
appropriating moneys for the payment of clerks 
ugon the application of the heads of the different | 
departments, by whom they had been appointed | 








and giving them fixed and stated salaries, it wa 

time, in his opinion, that that practice should 
cease; and the sooner they took it from the heads 
of the departments, the better. 

In the communication addressed by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to the chairman of the com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, they had been in- 
formed that that officer had employed, he (Mr. 
H.) believed, nine. clerks, with salaries varyin 
from $1,200.to $1,800, and they were called upon, 
by the amendment now under consideration, to 
ratify and confirm this action of the Secretary, by 


law, and to fasten these clerks permanently upon 
| 
| 
| 
| 





the Government, with fixed and stated salaries. 
He did not undertake to say that the services per- 
formed by them, were not equal to the salaries— 
i might be that they were; but that which he did 
object to, was the practice of allowing the heads 
of departments, whether under Whig or Demo- 
cratic Administrations, to appoint clerks without 
authority of law. 

But the Secretary of the Interior had not on! 
‘ppointed these officers, upon his own resposiaibil 
ity, but he had also undertaken to fix their salaries, 
varying them from $1,800 down to $1,200. He 
repeated, that they might, perhaps, perform du- 
ties Sprivenet to these large salaries; but it be- 
longed to Congress to fix the salaries, as well as 


0 create the offices, and he trusted they would not 
Sanction this assumption of power upon the part 
of the Secretary of the Interior. 


The whole amount of the salaries, as 


*, as agreed 
"pon by the Seeretary of the Interior and his 


|, made, they would be returned to them. 
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clerks, was $12,500—not including the salary of 
his chief clerk, which, it was proposed, should be 
appropriated for in this bill, and to which he had | 
not the slightest objection. It appeared that four | 
of these clerks were now receiving salaries in the | 
different bureaus from which they had been taken, | 
and they were those who were receiving the very | 
largest salaries under this agreement with the Sec- | 
retary of the Interior. If they were receiving || 
salaries under one bureau, he (Mr. H.) could see | 
no reason why they should appropriate money for |, 
their services rendered in another bureau. i] 

Mr. HAMPTON (the floor being yielded for | 
explanation) stated, that this appropriation would || 
not increase the salaries of these clerks one single |, 
farthing, nor could it take one single dollar ad- 
ditional out of the Treasury. The proposition || 
simply was, to take their salaries out of another || 
fund from that out of which they were now paid. || 

Mr. HARALSON ‘asked, if the money was al- 
ready appropriated to one fund for the payment of | 
these clerks, where was the necessity, upon a de- | 
ficiency bill, for appropriating it to another bureau | 
for the same purpose? 

Mr. VINTON replied, that the letter of the Sec- | 
retary of the Interior explained all that. The 
Secretary had borrowed from the Indian and || 
Pension bureaus, to which these four clerks had | 
formerly been attached, the money for the pay- | 
ment of their salaries, and the appropriation pro- |) 
posed would enabie him to return the money to | 
those bureaus. It was indispensably necessery | 
that it should be refunded. 

Mr. HARALSON inquired of the gentleman |, 
from Ohio, whether these two bureaus—the Indian || 
bureau and the Pension Office—were not under the | 
supervision of the Secretary of the Interior? 

Mr. VINTON replied: Exactly so. But the 
Secretary stated that all of these four clerks were 
necessary in the bureaus from which they had || 
been taken, and that, if this appropriation were 


Mr. HARALSON said he would read the notes | 
concerning these four officers, contained in the | 
communication received by the Committee of | 
Ways and Means from the Secretary of the In- | 
terior: 

‘Mr. Whitney and Mr. White were, upon the recom- 
mendation of the late Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, transferred from that office, and still receive their 
salaries there.’? 

“Mr. Mix was, upon the recommendation of the late | 
Commissioner of Indian Afiairs, transferred from that office, 
and still receives his salary and attends to part of his former 
duties therein. The duties required of him, in this depart- 
ment, are sufficient to occupy his whole time during office 
hours.?? 

“Mr. Evans, on the recommendation of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, was transferred from his office and still 
receives his salary there.”’ 

It seemed then, that some of these officers were 
now attending to a portion of the duties discharged 
by them in the bureaus to which they had for- 
merly been attached, as well as to the new duties 
that had been assigned to them by the Secretary 
of the Interior, nearer to his person; and that, 
although they all received their salaries from those 
bureaus, it was now proposed to appropriate for | 
their salaries, to be paid out of the funds of the | 
office proper of the Secretary of the Interior. He 
feared that this loose manner of appropriations, 
if sanctioned by Congress, would lead to the abuse || 
of appropriating for the payment of the same sala- | 
ries by different bureaus. 

He objected to the amount proposed by the | 
amendment, and entered into a calculation to show || 
that, even if all the clerks appointed by the Secre- || 


tary of the Interior were paid, it would not be |) 
necessary to appropriate so large an amount. I} 


He wished to submit a very few remarks upon 
another subject, which came before the committee 
in connection with this bill. There were depart- | 
ments, as he learnt, where there was a great ne- 
cessity for an increase of the clerical force. He 
alluded particularly to the Third Auditor’s Office. 
One of two things was true in reference to thai 
office—either that there was very much need of 


| the Government. 
| the Committee of Ways and Means, acting on 
the presumption that the law has been, and is 


|, mor. 
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| believed, very general complaints on the part of 


the constituents of other gentlemen on this floor— 
that many claims presented to this office, more 
than tweive months ago, had not been audited or 
adjusted. Some which he himself had presented, 
more than fifteen months since, had not been acted 
upon; and he was toid by that officer, that the de- 
lay arose from the want of the necessary clerks, to 
aid him in his business. 

He (Mr. H.) was in favor of giving all the addi- 
tional clerks required in any department, where a 
necessity for them was shown to exist; and then if 
the business of the country were not transacted, he 
was for holding the heads of the depariments to a 
strict accountability. He referred to the fact that 


| he had received from his constituents—from per- 


sons having claims before the Third Auditor’s Of- 
fice, unadjusted—numerous letters inquiring what 
had become of their claims. ‘the office, with its 


| present force, might be compared to the tomb it- 


selfi—to that bourne from whence no traveler re- 
turns. A claim once presented there was never heard 
ofafier. He was happy to hear that the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means was about 
to move an amendment to increase the clerical force 
in this office. He trusted it would be unhesi- 
tatingly adopted, and that all the additional force 
necessary would be furnished to that office. It 
would relieve the members o: Congress from much 
trouble in looking after the Jong-deferred claims of 
their constituents, and it would eneble their con- 
stituents more promptly to receive that justice to 


| which they were entitled at the hands of the Gov- 


ernment. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: I regret 
that so little time is left me to present my views in 


| this discussion, and what | shall say will be de- 
'livered in a most hurried, and | fear confused, 
| manner. 


The first subject that deserves a passing remark, 


|| is the proposed amendment of the gentleman from 
| Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] in relation to the con- 


struction of the wings of the Patent Office’building. 
In most of the remarks of that gentleman I con- 


cur; but he must observe the phraseology of the 


bill, to continue the construction of those wings 


| ** according to the original plan,” out of the Patent 
| Office fund. He must observe and remember, that 


during the last Congress an appropriation of 


| $50,000 was made, upon a representation then 


made by the Committee on Patents, that there 
was a fund then on hand, derived from the fees 
from patentees, sufficient to construct these wings; 
and Congress agreed to expend this fund in the 


| enlargement of the Patent Office, for the accom- 


modation of those who had paid their money to 
The $50,' 00 is exhausted, and 


now, in the process of being carried out, ac- 
cording to the law as first adopted, recommend the 
appropriation of $90,000, to be taken from the 
‘same fund. This is all right, upon the presump- 
tion that the officers of the Government have dis- 
charged their duty, and are following out the 
injunctions of the law. 

But the gentleman from Tennessee asserts, that 


| new ideas and new plans have been adopted. Such 
| things and such rumors have reached my ears, 


also. It has entered into the conception of this 


|| Secretary of the Interior to build a house for 
| his accommodation; plans have been adopted, 


which will not only exhaust the patent fund, but 
require hundreds of thousands more. If this be 
true, it is an outrage—it is a misapplication of the 
money of the Government—and, in contemplation 
of law, it is an embezzlement of the public money, 


\|.aid will justify an impeachment of a public officer. 
| But this assumption ts too important—too disus- 


| trous in its consequences—to be made on bare ru- 
To ascertain this fact, it is not the duty of 

the Committee of Ways and Means; but it is the 
| dut» of the Committee on Public Buildings; and £ 


| now here call on the members of that commitiee to 


| examine into this matter—to ascertain whether a 


additional clerks in it,!or that the force now there | law of Congress has been set aside, and the will 
was very inefficient. If the clerks now there were || and taste of an executive officer substituted. Let 
inefficient, they ought to be removed, and others | this report be made, and if the facts turn out as 
appointed in their places. He would not, however, | the gentleman from Tennessee supposes theni to 
charge, or even intimate, that they were inefficient. | exist, | will go as far as he will in the condewwa- 
He was informed thut the delay in the adjudica- |, tion and rebuke of the officer. In the meantime, 
tion of cases before that officer arose from the | | will act on the presumption that the functionaries 
want of necessary clerks. There were complaints || of Government have done their duty. 

on the part of some of his constituents—and, he | ut, Mr. Chairman, | must again call the atten- 
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tion of the committee to the amendment d 
under discussion. I am opposed to this amen 

ment. 1 consider it wrong in principle, and to 
adopt it, is to sanction a precedent which leads to 
the substitution of the will of an Executive officer 


| 


j 


a A } unnecessary—it is consolidating —it is dangerous— 
- || itis now admitted, inadvertently,as useless. 





a 





But 


|| L regret that I cannot now present at full length 


for law. ‘The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Crow- | 


| my objections to this law of last session. 


£LL] expresses great horror at the idea of usurp- | 


ation, 
Well, Mr. Chairman, it is the very word which 
defines the action of the Secretary of the Interior; 
but I care nothing for words, or terms, but 
idbas The Secretary of the Interior is an Exec- 
uttve officer, and therefore bound to carry out the 
will of Congress, as expressed in its proper form. 
He has no power to appoint a clerk, without the 
authority of Congress firat had and obtained. In 


this case, Congress not only did not authorize the | 


appointment of the clerks in question, but ex- 
pressiy declared no additional clerk should. be 
employed; yet the Secretary of the Interior—in 
the teeth of that law—has appointed the additional 
clerks in question. Is not this usurpation? Yes, 
sir; usurpation of the powers of Congress, which 
alone can create new officers. But this gentleman 
from Ohio is rather behind the excitement, and 
should have listened to the argument of his col- 
league, [Mr. Vinron.] He does not pretend that 
the Secretary has acted by virtue of any law, but 
he places his justification on the ground of neces- 


sity—the indispensable necessity of discharging | 
oe statement will || 


the public business. A si 
enable us to appreciate the force of this plea. 
When this office was. created, several different bu- 
reaus were thrown together, with all the clerical 
force connected with those departments. The 
force was sufficient, under the old arrangement, to 
do all the business, An additional Secretary, with 
a chief clerk, is created by the law of 1849; yet 
we are gravely told, that so stern is the necessity 
for this increase of clerical force, that the busi- 
ness of the country cannot be performed without 


it. 

The CHAIR announced that the hour had 
arrived at which, under the resolution of the 
House, all debate on the bill must terminate. 

The rule of the House, however, provides that 
the member reporting a measure, may close the 
debate, under the limitation of the one hour rule. 

Mr. BAYLY, (who had reported the bill from 
the Committee of Ways and’ Means,) availing 
himself of his right, under the rule, took the floor; 
but yrelded at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who pro- 
ceeded with his explanationa. 

Mr. HAMPTON asked leave to interrupt Mr. 
Tuompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON said: I anticipate the point 
the gentleman intends to make, that all the clerks 
anticipa'ed had not been transferred. 

Mr. HAMPTON. Notexactly. The eleventh 
secuon of the law, creating the office of Secretary 
of the Interior, only required the Secretary of the 
Treasury to transfer the necessary clerks in the 
office proper of the Secretary of the Interior, but 
did not require the other secretaries to do the 
same; while all the bureaus, except the General 
Land Office, were transferred from the other Sec- 
retaries, 

Mr. T. continued. The explanation is this: 
there were clerks in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who were employed partly on the 


business transferred to the new Secretary, and | 


partly on other business. But when this business 
was thus abstracted, there was no new organiza- 
tion of the clerkships, except throwing together 
the remnants of business into the hands of a single 
clerk, and thus dividing out the clerks suited to 
the new arrangement. But it seems to have cre- 


ated the necessity for new officers and new clerks, | 


leading all the while to an increase of patronage. 
Bat suppose the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vin- 
Ton] is right, that unless we make an allowance, 
as called for by the amendment, the public busi- 
ness cannat be performed, I have a better remedy 
than the one he proposes, and that i8, repeal the 
Department of bee benertor as useless—as worse 
than useless—being absolutely in the way of the 
transaction of public business. There has been 
no increase; and under the old arrangement, the 
old clerical force kept up with the demands of the 
public with as much correctness, fidelity, and 


promptness, as they have done since. [| hope he 
will join me on his own principles and arguments 
in atriking down this Home t. It is 


He has rung all the changes on that word. | 


It was 
then passed as a relief to the Treasury Depart- 
ment; but after all, only one bureau—that of the 
General Land Office—was transferred to this 
Home Department. Previous to this transfer, the 
public lands were regarded as a source of reve- 


|| nue; since that transfer, they are regarded as 














such no longer; but on the contrary, as a great 
corruptive fraud, with which demagogues are at- 
tempting to bid for the highest offices in the gift of 
the people. The other Secretaries never com- 
plained of the extent and oppressiveness of their 
duties, from which they have been relieved by 
this Home Department. 

On yesterday | was drawn into some re- 
marks as to the number of officers in the depart- 
ments at Washingion. I have not regarded this 
as a matter of much consequence, unless it be 
merely to prove the hollowness of the professions 
of men seeking power, and the more especially, 
the duplicity and deception of the present rickety 
dynasty. Suave but little doubt, that a majority 
of those holding office in this city, during any 
Administration, are profoundly supporters and 
friends of that Administration. Indeed, many of 
the clerks, and those too efficient ones—to use the 
common parlance of the day—have no politics 
whatever; but by comparing the past with the 
present, it will be perceived that no Administration 
has gone further in removing opponents, and 
rewarding friends, than the present one. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Crowes] re- 
marked this morning, his desire to correct the 
truth of history. On the contrary, for the purpose 
of vindicating and asserting the truth of history, 
I desire to lay before the House a_ statement 
which has been furnished by a reliable gentleman, 


| who was well acquainted with the incumbents in | 


office at the expiration of the last Administration. 

Mr. TAYLOR inquired, by whom was the 
statement made out? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied: The gentleman who 
furnished me this statement was formerly connected 
with the Government, butisso no longer. Heisa 
gentleman of intelligence and personal worth; and 
though it is not altogether full, yet I consider it 
reliable, so far as it goes. I give the statement as 
showing the relative number of Whigs and Dem- 
ocrats in office on the 3d of March, 1849; and I 
wish | could add to it a statement of their relative 
numbers, at present undef an Administration 
which obtained power with professions of neu- 
trality between the parties. I have only one bu- 
reau under the control of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, and that comes down only to the first of 
August, 1849--I mean the General Land Office. 

The whole number of chief clerks employed in 
the several offices when the present Administration 
came into power, on the 4th of March, 1849, was 
31; of which, 21, receiving an aggregate salary of 
$36,500, were Whigs, and 10, receiving an aggre- 
gate salary of $18,200, were Democrats. 





Dem. Salary. Fed. Sul’y. 
Employees in office of— SS 
lst Auditor of Treasury...... 15 = 818,400 5 $5,450 
2d do, GOs. .ccsnces 35 37,75 16 16,050 
3d do, Oe... sscene 22 24,400 15 18,750 
4th do. GOs Viti vs 13 16,459 «6 , 
6ih ss do. OOo Saves 42 48,000 26 31,000 
Adjutant General ........... 3 4,900 12 13,150 
War Departinent, exclusive of 

Becretaries......00 scccccee 7,200 «66 6,450 
Paymaster General, exclusive 

of paymasters ........ 000. 1,000 8 8,900 
Quartermaster Generul, ex- 

clusive of quartermasters.. 6 6,600 6 5,700 
Indian Affuirs—War Depart- 

HONE .o ces vcccecsocecsces 12,600 6 6,500 
Bureau of Medicine,&c.—Na- 

vy Department............ 1 1,000 4 5,800 
Bureau of Provisions, &c.— 

Navy Department......... 7,400 2 1,900 
Office of Register of Treasury .15 18,900 18 18,550 
Office of Treasurer.......... 10 13,300 8 9,150 
Office of Second Comptroller, 14 17,700 «6 6,250 
General Land Office......... 51 62,500 26 30,250 

248 $298,100 170 189,640 


On the Ist of August, 1849, the force in the 
General Land Office was so far changed as to stand 
57 Federalists at $64,850, to 34 Democrats at an 
aggregate of $40,500. 

lDsting the reading of this statement, there were 
various interruptions, Mr. T. having been several 
times called io order, and once or twice stopped in 
the reading. ] 














_____ March 2}, 


Mr. TAYLOR said, that if the gentle 7 
Virginia, (Mr. Bayry,} would pr Manstec = 
ments to explain what he said yesterday on aa 
subject, and to reply to the gentleman from Mis . 
sippi, he should feel greatly obliged to him - 

Mr. BAYLY said he would yield the floor, as 
had yielded to the gentleman from Mississiy, i 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, I said sen, 
dey in the course of the debate on the amendme : 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Hampton,] that I had been informed, and |b. 
lieved, that notwithstanding the charges tends 
against the Administration, and especially Spaine 
the Secretary of the Interior, of making more re 
movals for political purposes than ®y former Ad. 
mistration, that there were now, at this day, 
Locofocos in office, in the general departmen 
the City of Washington, than Whigs. And noy 
sir, since the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
Tuompson] has produced, in confirmation of his 
denial of what I said yesterday, on this subject, a 
statement from some person, whose name he does 
not give, I propose to give to the House the resy); 
of my inquiries this morning. 1 have myself jo 
ome knowledge on this subject, but I have 

efore me a statement, furnished at my request 
one of the clerks of a department, and by another 
gentleman, not in office, but intimately acquainted 
with the public offices here, and in which state. 
ment, | have reason to place entire confidence, and 
from which I will read, and publish in full in the 
report of our proceedings. 

Here is the statement: 
On the 4th of March, 1849, there were in the 
principal offices in Washington city, as follows: 


more 
ts, in 





Democrats. 
1. First Comptrolier.......ccccsccvccccccscece $3,500 
2. Second “ aa 30 
3. First Auditor 3, 
4. Second * {..ccesers ORs ees Seeedene eecocces 3,000 
5. Fourth & 3,00 
6. Sixth = « 
7. Treasurer of the United States.....-....... 3,00) 
ROCIO, 60 cd ice nbuekes 04d Kak weeSes ooeee 3,500 
9. Commissioner of the General Land Office... 3,000 
10. “ of Indian Affuirs........ .... 3.000 
il. “ a rr CTR ee 3,000 
12. Recorder of the General Land Office........ 2.000 
13. First Assistant Postinaster General.......... 2.500 
14. Second “ os er PFS 2,500 
15. Third “6 “ Meret Oiiedvs 2500 
16. City Postmaster...... 0 cedeeee Seed eee Ke eees 2,50 
17. Marshal fees......cceees $0 GARER POCTs Dt ceees 5,00 
18. District, Attorney fees...... preeiasivaqenecees 4,000 
19. Naval Storekeeper coven a eesece Peeceeecesces 1,10 
20. Military Storekeeper .........cceeceeeee cess 1,700 
21. Commissioner of Public Buildings.......... 2.000 
22. Warden of the penitentiary ......... 000.008: 2,000 
23. Commissioner of provision and clothing..... 3.000 
Dt. Wavy AGN. 9. . ccccccsscscdeccccetveccec’ 3,000 
5. Public Gardener. s...vcicccdee ocects cies cove 1,200 
26. Captain of the Capitol watch........ Ke seins 1,400 
Paid to Democrats..... Sabbeasees axed $71,050 
Whigs. 
1. Third Auditor. ...ccccccccces esidasendoeces $3,000 
° ‘olitics unknown. 
Fe We I a ccasdccacsexs olvecess catpes Qaee 
2. Commissioner of Pensions... .......... 650055 3,000 
Making... essisees senthodnes dbetaeeiceeem 


The above statement shows twenty-six heads of 
bureaus and heads of offices in office on the 4h 
day of March, 1849, in Washington city. 

And on the first of January, 1850, there were 
employed in the various departments, in the city 
of Washington, seven hundred and twenty-four pe 
sons, and at that date there was a majority of jifty 
two Democrats. 


WRN os iv: 5 Kanes dance Hise Madey emgaveys e0o cee 
AQETOGAE.. 0.005 cece ceceee conceenerees ™ 
Majority of Democrats........ BK ecb Bide ds cece 2 


No removals since that time, up to this twenty- 
first of March, 1850. 

1 am not permitted to give the names of the gen 
tlemen who furnished me this statement, but 
have every reason to believe that they are correct 
and truthful men. 

Of the above named seven hundred and twent 


four persons in office in Washington city, on \ 
30th September, 1848, there were— 

DRAAIUID hn. « o'bn a 0% dh5's Cake 6 tistig acon. 04 Sakae 561 
WOU Saco de cies nccccod vdvcketevectses bucvescse Sand 
AQETEBAt! 2... ceccceeeccccedveceeetesenesccceree 74 


Showing, at that date, 398 more Democrats thad 
'W higs in said offices. 

In the Land Office, on the 30th day of Septem 
ber, 1848, there were seventy clerks or more eM 
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joyed; and of the regular force of that office, only 








thirteen were Whigs. In this office more remo- 
is have been made than in any other; so that at 
fis time there is about an equal number of each 
~ _ But, enumerating all the removals made 
since President Taylor came into office, there are 
ill in the employment of the General Govern- 
nent, in this city, fifty-two more Loco-focos than 
Shigs. 
Wieak the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayzy] 
for the time allowed to make this reply to the gen- 
Jeman from Mississippi, [Mr. bear gaen and 
wbmit the statement | now present, in confirma- 
yon of what 1 said yesterday. ; . 

Mr. BAYLY. then addressed the committee in 
general reply to positions assumed in debate on 
the other side of the House. 

He said, Mr. Chairman, I have but few remarks 
io make in closing this debate. I have listened 
suentively to it, and 1 may say that not one of the 
gentlemen on the other side have touched the real 
soint at issue. ‘They have all argued to show 
that these clerks have been usefully, and some of 
them necessarily, employed in the Department of 
the Interior; but that is not the point. That may 
ie conceded for the argument. But why were 
they not obtained in the manner authorized by 
jaw, rather than in violation of it? In answer to 
this, which is the only real point at issue, nothing 
more is said than to read an extract from the re- 

ort of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Now, so far from the Secretary of the Interior 
siisfying me that the clerks necessary for his 
department could not have been transferred from 
the other departments, with the transfer of the 
business which they had in charge, he satisfies 
me of precisely the reverse, by stating, as a diffi- 
culty, that which is 10 difficulty at all. Here is 
what he says upon this subject : 

«Important duties, requiring much clerical labor, were 
transferred from the President, and from the State, the 
Treasury, and the War Departments, to the Department of 
the Intrior. The act provides for the appointment of a 
Secretary and a chief clerk, but directs the employment of 
no other clerks, except in the provision, ‘that the Presi- 
‘dentof the United States, on the recommendation of the 
‘said Secretory of the Interior, may transfer from the 
‘Treasury Department proper, to the Department of the 
‘interior, such clerks in the office of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury as perform the duties over which the supervision 
‘and control are given, by this act, to the Secretary of the 
‘ ior.’ 

Tha however, ascertained, on careful examination, 
that there was no clerk who coulg be transferred by virtue 
of this provision; for allhough some part of the duties of 
several clerks, employed in the office of the retary of the 
Treasury, was transferred to this department, yet there was 
rot atransfer of all, or even the principal part, of the duties 
of any one clerk. Therefore, on taking charge of the new 
Department, I found that there were onerous duties, run- 
ning into much detail, enjoined by law to be performed, 
and no means provided to enable me to perform them. A 
great proportion Was current business, which required at- 
tention from day to day, and would not bear postponement.”’ 

Now, what is the reason assigned for not de- 
ailing the necessary clerical force from the other 
departments? It is, that although there was a 
transfer of the duties of several clerks, yet there 
was not a transfer of all of those duties, and there- 
fore they could not be dispensed with in their old 
positions. Can anything be more unsatisfactory 
than this? The remedy for the difficulty sug- 
gested, was the simplest in the world. The sec- 
retary had only to rearrange the duties of the 
clerks, and it was removed at once. Where was 
the difficulty, when a portion of the duties of 
several clerks was transferred, and they thus re- 
lieved, of imposing those that were left upon a 
part of the clerks, and transferring the others, with 
the business which had been transferred? It is not 
pretended that before the transfer of the business, 
the clerks had too much to do. On the contrary, 
what Mr. Walker, who recommended the creation 
of the Department of the Interior, complained of, 
Was not that there wasa deficiency of clerical 
foree, but that the dutiea of the Secretary of the 

reasury were too onerous; and the remedy he 
Proposed was, the creation of the | epartment of 
the Interior, the transfer of a portion of the busi- 
hess of the Treasury Department to it, and the 
Creation also of the offices of Assistant Secretary 
ofthe Treasury and Commissioner of Customs, 
ach with a chief clerk. And so far from its 
Peing anticipated that the establishment of these 
tices would create a necessity for a greater num- 
er of inferior clerks, the precise reverse was the 
ase. We were told that the new arrangement 
ould add to the efficiency of the departments, by 

more perfect diatribution of these duties, and 


obviate the necessity for an increase of clerical force. | 
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But how has it turned out? Look at this very 
bill. Besides the appropriation which it makes to | 
pay the salary of the Secretary of the Interior 1 


and his chief clerk, the Commissioner of Customs | 
and his chief clerk, the Assistant Secretary of the | 
Treasury and his chief clerk, it provides for five ad- | 


ditional clerks in the office of the Commissioner of 
Customs, and appropriates $6,529 for temporary 
clerks in the office of the Commyssioner of Pen- 
sions; and | am instructed by the Committee of || 
Ways and Means to move an amendment to pro- || 
vide for nine additional clerks in the Third Au- || 
ditor’s Office. And I may add, in connection || 
with the charge of illiberality made against us, || 
that, beside this force provided for in the Depart- || 
ment of the Interior, and the other departments | 
relieved by its establishment, we appropriate, in || 
this very bill, $11,972 for temporary clerks in the || 
Post Office Department, and provide for two 
additional clerks in the Auditor’s Office of that | 
department. Or, to speak in dollars and cents, | 
this bill appropriates at the rate of $52,900 per |, 
annum to provide for additional force in the de- 
partments. Still it is insisted that $12,000 more | 
shall be appropriated, and we are lectured fora | 
want of liberality, because we are not disposed 
to accede to the demand. Sir, if we have erred || 
at all, it has been in being too yielding, and not || 
in showing a disposition to grant too little. Gen- || 
tlemen have not stopped here. Again, for the | 
hundredth time, they have reminded us that they || 
freely voted supplies to carry on the Mexican 
war, and insist that we shall, in imitation of their 
example, vote all the money which the Admin- 
istration may ask for, for any purpose, as if there || 
was any analogy between voting money to carry | 
on a nation’s war, and voting to increase Exec- | 
utive patronage. Gentlemen seem to think that 
the patriotism displayed by them on the occasion 
referred to, was so great that it will operate as a 
perpetual political indulgence. Now, sir, | do not | 
pve them the credit they claim for themselves. | 

hey did no more than it would have been very | 
unpatriotic in them not to have done. But grant || 
them all they claim, and still I insist, they have || 
drawn upon it till it is wellnigh exhausted. 

But, sir, what we object to, is the principle in- | 
volved. We do not object so much to the addi- 
tional expenditure, as to the palpable violation of | 
law. Prior to 1842, the practice of employing | 
clerks, not provided for by law, had grown to || 
such large abuse, that Congress felt called upon || 
to correct it. In that year, it passed a law legaliz- | 
ing what had already been done, but in the fifteenth | 
section it provided, to guard against similar abuses | 
in future, ‘*that no extra clerks shall be employ- | 
‘ed in any department, bureau, or office at the | 
‘seat of Government, except during the session of | 
‘ Congress, or when indispensably necessary to en- | 
‘ able such department, bureau, or office, to answer || 
‘some call made by either house of Congress at one | 
‘session, to be answered at another, and not then, | 
‘ except by order of the head of the department in || 
* which, or in some bureau or office of which, such | 
* extra clerk shall be employed; and no such extra | 
‘clerk, for copying, shall receive more than §3 | 
‘ per day, or for any other service more than $4 | 
‘per day, for the time actually and necessarily | 
‘ employed.” 

This is the plain language of the act of Congress. | 
To what extent, and upon what pretext, it has been | 
violated, we have already seen. 1 have been 











| 





asked whether I maintain that Mr. Ewing has | 
violated this law. I do; not only in its spirit, 
but in its letter also. He has not only violated it 
in employing clerks not authorized by law, but || 
also in giving them higher salaries than the law 
allows in cases coming within its provisions. 

Besides the pretext of necessity, what other de- || 
fence is made for the Administration on this occa- | 
sion? We are told that, in a few instances, the | 
law was violated in Mr. Walker’s time; and we | 
are puinted to the case of a clerk with a small sal- | 
ary employed on the light-house establishment in | 
the recess of Congress. I have no recollection of | 
the case, and I presume it escaped the attention of || 
Congress from the very insignificance of it. But, ] 
air, can anything show more clearly, than this || 
course of argument, the necessity of Congress re- || 
buking this violation of law? One slight abuse is | 

lead in justification of a still greater one which, | 
if not rebuked, will afford a precedent for still a | 
greater, and by this Pelion upon Ossa—heaping 











| unknown to us. 


| requires it. 
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of abuses—the law of 1842 will have been virtually 


repealed by the action of the departments, and the 
acquiescence of Congress. Sir, | protest against 
it, and | call upon this House to arrest it. Ido 
not wish to withhold ‘rom these clerks the money 
they have earned. If they will present a petition, 
asking compensation for services rendered, and a 
private bill shall be founded upon it, | will vote 
for it; but 1 cannot, by voting for this amend- 
ment, legalize what has been done, Sir, it is in 
the nature of a bill of indemnity, such as is some- 
times presented in the British Parliament, but is 
There sometimes is a case of 
irresistible necessity, where the * salus populi” 
Such, for instance, is the opening of 


|| the ports in a time of famine, when it is better 


that the law should be violated than that the people 
should starve. ‘They suspend the law, and appeal) 
to Parliament to pass a bill of indemnity, as it is 


called, legalizing the act; but it is never done, 
| except in cases of the most overwhelming neces- 


sity. It is never done merely for convenience, no 
matter how great. No ministry could stand for 


|| @ moment which should attempt it on a slight 


occasion. Sir, it is a dangerous system—one in- 
consistent with a Government of laws, and one | 


|| never wish to see introduced here. 


After some remarks in reply to Mr. Jounson, 
of Tennessee, relative to the appropriation for the 
Patent Office building, Mr. B. concluded, by say- 
ing: The gentleman trom Ohio [Mr. Crowetr) hae 
stated, that the offices here are to a great extent mo- 


| nopolized by Virginians; and they are reproached 
| In consequence. 


| several years ago in this hall, by a gentleman from 


A similar accusation was made 


New York, [Mr. Rathbun.}] On that occasion | 
replied to him, (said Mr. B.,) and I not only showed 
that Virgima had no more than her legitimate 
share of the public offices, but less. 1 have no 
disposition 'o go over the ground again. | adopt 
and repeat what I said then; and | only refer to it 
now, to give me an opportunity to make a perma- 
nent record of it in the columns of the Globe, from 
which, although reported in the papers at the time, 
it was accidentally omitted. 

Mr. BAYLY having concluded— 

Mr. OTIS offered the following amendment: 

In line 155, strike out the word **State’’and insert 
‘*the Interior, and superintendence of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings.” 

In line 156, strike out the words ‘‘ to be paid 
out of the patent fund.”’ 

The Chairman said that the amount was not 
now increased. 

The pending question was on the amendment of 
Mr. Hampton, [given at the head of this report,} 
and it was again read, 

Mr. HARALSON moved to amend the amount 
by reducing the sum to $11,486. 

This sum, Mr. H. said, he had satisfied himself, 
from calculation, was amply enough for the object 
contemplated. 

Tellers were demanded and ordered on the 
amendment: Mr. Hampton, of Pennsylvania, and 
Mr. McQueen, ¢f8 uth Carolina, were appointed, 

And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 72; noes 88. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Hampron, 

Mr. GREEN moved to amend it, by adding 
thereto the following: 

Provided, ‘That thereafter the clerks shall be transferred 
from the departments in proportion to the business trans- 
ferred, tothe D partmwentof the tnterior, and nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to authorize any increase cf 


clerical force in the several departinent-, in consequence of 
the creation of the Departwnent of the Luterior, above We 


| specification of the law of March 3d, 1849. 


The question was taken by tellers, and, by ayes 
88, noes 85, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then again recurred on Mr. Hamp- 
Ton’s amendment as amended. 

Tellers (Messrs. Pecx and Briaes) were ap- 
pointed. s ‘ 

Ana the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 85, noes 79. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill by sections was then 
continued. ' 

The following item being under consideration, 

** For library, mape, &c., for the office of the 
Secretary of the Interior for the fiscal year, ending 
the 30th of June, 1850, five hundred dollars,” 
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Mr. VINTON moved to amend it by striking | 


out the sum of * five hundred dollars,’’ and insert- 
ing ** five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. VINTON said this was the sum which 
had been estimated for as necessary to procure 
the library for this department; and even this 
was a very small amount for the purpose. He 
enumerated the various classes of books which 
would be required in the performance of the mul- 
tifarious duties of the department. The sum 
proposed to be appropriated in the bill, was not 
anything—it was not even a beginning—toward 
the purchase of such a library as was required ; 
nor would the sum contemplated by his own 
amendment be sufficient for the purpose. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the sum of “ five thousand dollars” 
and inserting ** one thousand dollars.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY said, that he had offered this 
amendment for the purpose merely 6f explaining 
the motives which had governed the Committee of 
Ways and Means in adopting the sum of $500. 
We had a public library which had been accumu- 
lating at. great expense, and to which each of the 
heads of departments had the privilege of free 
access, and the committee thought that $500 would 
be enough to purchase the books, which might be 
required for constant and daily reference. ‘Those 
which would be wanted only occasionally, and at 
rare periods, could be procured in the public libra- 
ries. 

But there was another motive also. It was 
known that there was a bill pending before this 
House to abolish the Department of the Interior. 
Unlike the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] 
he (Mr. B.) hoped that it would receive the sanc- 
tion of both houses of Congress; but, at any 
rate, they ought not to prejudge the question, by 
appropriating so large a sum as $5, in a bill of 
this character—a deficiency bill—for an object not 
authorized by law, and for the mere convenience 
of a department which might not, and he trusted 
would not, survive sixty days. 

A motion was made that the committee rise. 

The committee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
the amendment of Mr. Barty to the amendment 
of Mr. Vinton. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had offered his amend- 
ment pro forma only, to enable him to make the 
explanation. He would now withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

So the amendment was withdrawn. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Vinton. 

Tellers (Messrs. McGaveuney, of Indiana, and 
Watpo, of Connecticut,) were appointed. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative—ayes 8], noes 89. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

A motion was made that the committee rise. 

The committee refused to rise. 

‘The following item being under consideration: 

‘‘For compensation to temporary clerks, em- 
ployed in the office of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, from the Ist of July, 1849, to the 30th of 
June, 1850, six thousand five hundred and twenty- 
nine dollars and seventy-eight cents.” 

Mr. BAYLY moved the following amendment: 

** For compensation for nine extra clerks, under 
the act of August, 1842, during the session of Con- 


gress, inthe Third Auditor’s Office, and contingen- | 


cies incident thereto.” 


Mr. BAYLY, (in explanation,) said, that these 


clerks had been employed in pursuance of law, 
and that, after careful examination, the committee 
were satisfied that they were necessary. Hence, 
he had been instructed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to propose this amendment, to which 
he hoped there would be no objection. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and reported its action 
on the Brazilian convention bill, and its progress 
on the deficiency bill. 

CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be, on 
onsering 2° a third reading the bill to carry into 
effect the convention between the United States 
and the Emperor of Brazil. 

The bill, having been ordered to a third reading, 
was read a third time and passed. 

And the House adjourned. 


i 








PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Josiah Hollister and 
26 others, citizens of South Gienterbury, Connecticut, ask- 
ing for a uniform rate of postage. 

By Mr. JOHN A. KING, of New York: The petition of 
the inhabitants of Long Island, New York, for a hight-bouse 
on the northern extremity of Gardner's island. 

By Mc. CHANDLER: The petition of Jotun C. Davis and 
others, citizens of Philadelpbia, asking for the construction 
of piers at Reedy isiand, in the Delaware. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: he petition of citizens of Green- 
wich, Sianwich county, Connecticut, praying that no State 
be hereafter admitted into the Union unless the constitution 
expressly prohibits slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the same county and same 
State, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of tral by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of ihe same county and same 
State, for the repeal of all laws sanctioning the siave-trade 
and slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the same county and same 
State, praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be ex- 
pressly prohibited in all the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. COBB, of Alabaina: The petition of W. R. W. 
Cobb, of Alabama, praying Congress to authorize the relin- 
quishment to the United States, of the valueless l6th sec- 
uions in all the States, and the selection of other sections in 
licu thereof. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The remonstrance of 37 citi- 
zens of Zaneville, Ohio, against any further extension by 
Congress of the Woodworth patent. 

Also, the petition of 91 citizens of Guernsey county, Ohio, 
praying for cheap postage. 

Ky Mr. BUEL: The p<tition of C. P. Young and 62 oth- 
ers, praying for a new mail-route from the village of Wayne, 
in the county of Wayne, Michigan, via Romulus Centre and 
Haron, to Brownstown, in said county. 

Also, the petition of Nicholas Grewsel, one of the officers 
of the volunteers in the war with Mexico, praying additional 
remuneration for their service by grants of land. 

Also, the petition of Orange Porter and 37 others, citizens 
of Michigan, for a distribution of the public lands. ‘ 

Alsv, the petition of Samuel Spauiding for increase of 
pension. fo 

Also, the petition of Harry Lewis and others, citizens of 
Michigan, for a reductiv: of letter postage to two cents per 
half ounce. 

Also, the petitiono, chn Keys and 22 others, citizens of 
Michigan, for a reduction of postage to two cents per half 
ounce. 

Also, the remonstrance of W. Ingersol and &8 others, cit- 
izens of Michigan, against a further extension of Wood- 
worth’s patent. 

Also, the remonstrance of Hiram Walker and 41 others, 
citizens of Michigan, against a further extension of Wood- 
worth’s patent. 

Also, aclaim of Francis Cicatt tor pay for his services as 
a captain of a company of Michigan militia in the war of 
1812. 

By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of 160 citizens of Brad- 
ford county, Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and the 
slave-trade may be expressly prohibited in the territories. 

Also, the petition of 45 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the 
Union unless slavery be expresshy prohibited by the cousti- 
tution of said State. 

Also, the petition of 160 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the re peal of all laws sustaining slavery 
or the slave-trade in the District of Columbia, or in defauit 
thereof, that the seat of Government be removed. 

Alzo, the petition of 160 citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that the right of trial by jury be secured to 

persons claimed as fugitives from labor. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of J. M. Radabaugh and 
David McCurdy,and 46 other citizens of Putnam county, 
Ohio, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of the 
German Roman Catholic Benevolent Society, praying to be 
incorporated. 

By Mr. WELLBORN: The petition of Jonathan Smith, 
Thomas Smith, and others, praying the establishment of a 
mail-route from Hawkinsville to [rwinsville, Georgia, on the 
Hawkinsville road, and to establish a post-office at Thomas 


| Smith’s. 


Also, the petition of Wm. McLeod, Jeremiah B. Norman, 
and others, praying the establishinent of a weekly cross mail 
route from Gintown post-office, in [rwin county, to Ocopilco 
post-office, in Lowndes county, Georgia, and to establish a 
post-office at Edmondsons, Lowndes county, and one at 
Norman’s court-ground, in Thomas county, aud one at 
Henry Hammock’s, in Irwin county. 

By Mr. CONGER: ‘The petition of 27 mechanics, of 
Truxton, Cortland county, New York, for the repeal of the 
law of 1845, extending Woodwerth’s planing machine, 

Also, of 146 citizens of Moravia, Cayuga county, New 
York, praying that provision be made by | w, that when- 
ever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive slave, in any 


| State other than that in whieh he is held to service, he shall 


not be delivered up, except on the ‘finding of a jury that he 
is the slave of the claimant. 


Also, of 145 citizens of the same place, praying that 


slavery be prohibited in all the territories of the United 
States. 


By Mr. HIBBARD. The petition of 8S. W. Miles, and 
others, citizens of Plainfield, New Hampshire, praying fora 
reduction and reform of the rates of postage. 


IN SENATE. 
Tavrspay, March 21, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of War, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 8th instant, calling for the report of an explo- 
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ration of the Territory of Siieeenie 3 ——— 
Captain Pope; which was ordered to lis nar 
table, and the motion to print referred to the ¢ he 
mittee on Printing. om- 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition, signed b 
one hundred and twenty-two citizens an 
voters of New Jersey, asking that the 
trial by jury may be secured by law to 
slaves, when arrested in any other State t 
in which service is claimed; which was 0 
lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
and electors of the town of Scipio, in the State of 
New York, asking that the right of trial by jur 
may be secured by law to fugitive slaves, whe 
arrested in any other State than that in which 
their service is claimed. 

Also, a petition of citizens and electors of the 
same place, asking that slavery and the slave-traj. 
may be prohibited by law in all the territories o 
the United States; which were ordered to |ie on 
the table. 

Also, of citizens and electors of Montgomery 
county, in the State of Pennsylvania, asking that 
slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibited jy 
all the territories of the United States; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Senators 
and requesting the Representatives of that State jy 
Congress, to use their exertions to procure the pas. 
sage of a law increasing the compensation of jurors 
in the United States district court in Indiana; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Jy. 
diciary. 

Also, a resolution of the same Legislature, in 
favor of the enactment of a law allowing to the 
soldiers of the last war with Great Britain, and 
those who served in the several Indian wars, the 
same amount of bounty lands, and the same rates 
of pension, that were granted to the soldiers in the 
late war with Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, 

Also, a resolution of the same, instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives o 
that State in Congress, to use their exertions to 
procure the passage of a law abolishiug corporal 
punishment in the navy; which was referred 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON®%presented a petition of citi 
zens of Rochester, New York, praying that the 
act of February, 1845, extending the patent of 
William Woodworth, may be repealed ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent-Office. 


THE RESCUE OF THE CALEB GRIMSHAYW. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, | submit the 
petition of Elisha W. Budd Moody, of Yarmouth, 
in the province of Nova Scotia, merchant. 

The petitioner states that he is the owner of 
certain ship called the ‘‘Sarah;’’ that the sad 
vessel sailed from the port of London, in the King 
dom of Great Britain, on the 26th day of the 
month of October last past, commanded by David 
Cook, and bound to the port of St. John, in ie 
province of New Brunswick; that on the 17th dey 
of the month of November last past, while prose 
cuting the said voyage, a ship was discovered in 
distress, and the master of the Sarah tacked ship 
and ran up to her, when he found that the vessel 
in distress, was the American ship Caleb Gru 
shaw, of New York, with four hundred and 
twenty passengers on board, and that she was thet 
on fire; that the ship Sarah lay by the side of 
the ship Caleb Grimshaw for the space of fout 
days, most of which time the wind blew a gale 
but she succeeded in rescuing from the burning 
ship, three hundred and ninety-nine human beings 
that the ship then proceeded to Fayal, at which 
place she was quarantined, and heavy port chargé 
there incurred; that the provisions and water 
board of said ship were consumed by the perso" 
saved, which had to be replaced at Fayal, at doubt 
the cost they were procured for in England; t# 
while lying at quarantine, a gale of wind came 
which caused the ship to part cables, which, with 
her anchors, were lost, and the ship only s¢# 
becoming a total wreck; that in consequence 
deviation of the ship from her prescribed vores 
the insurance effected’ on her became void, ™ 
from her deviation the pecuniary loss to the c 
tioner was very great, as a freight was engag' 
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